
Parents as Partners: Let’s
Rebuild, Restore, Renew Together



Who matters more than our children?





Catholic Education Week Prayer
God of Grace,
Help us to rediscover how to be side by side
in rebuilding our communities of faith and learning.
Help us restore harmony and balance in our relationships,
and renew our desire to approach challenges confidently and 
with peaceful hearts.
May we always rejoice in recognizing the blessings our lives 
hold.
Amen. +



1 Corinthians 13:4-7
Love is patient, love is kind. It is not jealous, 
[love] is not pompous, it is not inflated, it is not 
rude, it does not seek its own interests, it is not 
quick-tempered, it does not brood over injury, it 
does not rejoice over wrongdoing but rejoices 
with the truth. It bears all things, believes all 
things, hopes all things, endures all things.



Catholic Education Is...
… A PROCESS THROUGH WHICH THE 
COMMUNITY OF THE SCHOOL, THE HOME 
AND THE CHURCH DEVELOPS WITHIN ITS 
STUDENTS A WAY OF LIVING WHICH 
EMBODIES THE LIFE OF JESUS CHRIST.



Ontario Bishops’ Letters to the Catholic 
Education Community

This Moment of Promise

Fulfilling the Promise

Renewing the Promise





Rebuild, Restore, Renew 
Together

Rebuild: to build again; to restore to a previous state; 
to make extensive changes in – remodel
Restore: give back or return; to put or bring back into 
existence or use; to bring back to or put back into a 
former or original state
Renew: to make like new - restore; to make new 
spiritually – regenerate; to restore – revive













Engagement vs Involvement



Practical Tips
1. A Welcoming Environment

2. Focus on Strengths and Empowerment

3. Focus on Results (site the studies!)

4. Respect individual experiences, views and cultures
(back to #1!)

5. Build Networks within the Community

6. Seek input at every level and ensure council, staff, boards listen



Important Elements in Relationship:
1. Communication
2. Respect
3. Appreciation
4. Compatibility
5. Trust
6. Accountability



Mr. Patrick J. Daly, OCSTA President 
(To Members Gather in Ottawa for the 92nd AGM & Conference)

“I remain convinced that the “power of one
clear voice is vital as we strive” to continue to 
do all we can to protect, sustain and promote 
publicly funded Catholic education in 
Ontario.”



From Pope Francis:

“Education cannot be neutral. It is either positive or 
negative; either it enriches or it impoverishes; either it 
enables a person to grow or it lessens, even corrupts him. 
The mission of schools is to develop a sense of truth, of what 
is good and beautiful… 



… And this occurs through a rich path made up of 
many ingredients. This is why there are so many 
subjects — because development is the results of 
different elements that act together and stimulate 
intelligence, knowledge, the emotions, the body, and 
so on…True education enables us to love life and 
opens us to the fullness of life.”



Contact me:

Teresa Hartnett
thartnett@hamiltondiocese.com
905-528-7988 ext. 2250
@TeresaHartnett2
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