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NEWS RELEASE

Ontario Combats Bullying in Schools

New Funding and Updated Anti-Bullying Protocol Will Protect Students

November 25, 2021

Education

Seniors and Accessibility

TORONTO — During Bullying Awareness and Prevention Week, Stephen Lecce, Minister of Education, joined by Raymond

Cho, Minister for Seniors and Accessibility, and Sam Oosterho�, Parliamentary Assistant to the Minister of Education, met

with partners to announce new funding to combat bullying and discrimination against students with disabilities, and unveiled

a strengthened plan to counter bullying in-class and online.

This updated anti-bullying policy requires all school boards to have a policy in place that protects students from bullying. The

protocol will help foster more welcoming and supportive school communities, with an emphasis on preventing bullying and

hate in schools. For the �rst time, there are speci�c references regarding religiously motivated discrimination, such as anti-

Semitism and Islamophobia, along with discrimination based on sexual orientation and racism.

Students with physical, intellectual, and developmental disabilities face an elevated risk of bullying. Advocacy groups have

called for greater supports in schools to help vulnerable children feel included, respected, and safe. According to the

Canadian Survey on Disability (2017), 42 per cent of youth with a disability have experienced bullying at school because of

their condition. This increases to 62 per cent among those with a more severe disability.

To help combat bullying and ensure early intervention, training for educators will be key. That is why the government is

partnering with the Rick Hansen Foundation and Learning Disabilities Association of Ontario to enhance training of education

sta�, and increase access to culturally relevant resources and student-centered initiatives.

The provincial government announced $70,000 for the Learning Disabilities Association of Ontario to help build safer and

more inclusive classrooms in Ontario for students with special education needs. As well, $47,000 will be provided to the Rick

Hansen Foundation to create inclusion and disability-based bullying resources, such as ‘Kindness Prevents Bullying’

presentations and activities for elementary and secondary students, as well as ambassador presentations on how kindness

can stop bullying. Schools can also request real-time ambassador presentations with student Q&A. These resources are

available to all boards and schools on the Rick Hansen Foundation Website.

“Bullying against students with disabilities is reprehensible,” said Minister Lecce. “By working together, we will stop bullying,

save lives, and advance the values of respect, unity, and human dignity. These partnerships will help students and school

communities act decisively to counter bullying, wherever it takes place – online, in-class, or on the playground.”

In 2019, the Ontario government announced new measures to help prevent and combat all forms of bullying in schools. Part

of that commitment was to review the de�nition of bullying in ministry policies to ensure it re�ects the realities of today. The

last time the de�nition was reviewed was 2012. With the prevalence of cyberbullying and new disturbing forms of

victimization emerging against children of diverse backgrounds, the government is acting to ensure the de�nition accurately

re�ects the realities young people face today.

To better protect students, the Ontario government has updated and strengthened its formal guidance to school boards

around bullying prevention and intervention to clarify expectations when boards are establishing their bullying and

prevention plans and policies. With this new measure, the policy is better aligned with the social context of bullying and

realities of today, including the evolution of technology and the role it plays in the lives of children and youth. For example,

the description of cyberbullying has been expanded to re�ect a broader range of online activity where cyberbullying takes

place.

In 2019, Minister Lecce unveiled an updated Health and Physical Education curriculum for grades 1 to 8 that now includes

mandatory learning about online safety in all grades, including learning about cyberbullying, cyber security and privacy.

Students also learn how to build and support healthy relationships, and develop skills to identify, prevent, and resolve issues

that may lead to bullying.

https://news.ontario.ca/edu/en
https://news.ontario.ca/msaa/en
https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/n1/pub/11-627-m/11-627-m2019049-eng.htm
https://www.rickhansen.com/schools-communities/inclusion-matters?utm_source=Ontario+EDU&utm_medium=Email&utm_campaign=Inclusion+Matters
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Quick Facts

The updated guidance, Policy/Program Memorandum (PPM) 144, provides a framework for all school boards to adopt

as a directive of the ministry. This PPM was updated and strengthened.

The government has invested through the Priorities and Partnerships Funding and the COVID-19 Equity Supports

Funding streams towards various programs, partnerships and services that help to promote a positive school climate,

support healthy relationships, build empathy and address bullying and cyberbullying.

As part of the Safe Return to Class Fund, the Ontario government is directing $6.4 million to protect against

discrimination in schools and to better support all students.

In November 2019, the government announced several new initiatives to combat bullying in schools, including:

A province-wide survey to better understand students’ experiences with bullying

Training for educators in anti-bullying and de-escalation techniques

A review of school reporting practices on bullying

A review of the de�nition of bullying in ministry policies to ensure it re�ects the realities of today.

Quotes

"Bullying is wrong. Bullying of any kind, including bullying towards children with disabilities, cannot and should not be

tolerated in our society. We must extend to others the respect we want to receive from them. Together we can

overcome discrimination in all its forms."

- Raymond Cho 

Minister for Seniors and Accessibility

"Recognizing and respecting the unique dignity and value of every person is a key component of a meaningful

education. Taking action to prevent bullying against students, and fostering an environment of respect and

compassion in Ontario’s schools is a vital action by our government, that will help many students across our province."

- Sam Oosterho� 

Parliamentary Assistant to the Minister of Education

"Thank you to the Ontario Ministry of Education for your leadership in teaching youth about the importance of

inclusion and accessibility for those with disabilities. When our schools and classrooms are inclusive of kids of all

abilities, we foster a community that welcomes diversity. By teaching our students the value of diversity and kindness,

we empower them to join in the journey to help create an accessible and inclusive world."

- Rick Hansen 

Founder of the Rick Hansen Foundation

"LDAO is delighted to extend its evidence-based resource o�ering to include the pressing issues around bullying and

inclusion. This funding from the Ontario government will achieve important work in creating inclusive and equitable

classrooms. LDAO’s web-based delivery will support free access for all educators in Ontario, placing these vital

resources no more than a click away."

- Lawrence Barns 

President and CEO of the Learning Disabilities Association of Ontario

Additional Resources

Bullying: We Can All Help Stop It

https://www.ontario.ca/document/education-ontario-policy-and-program-direction/policyprogram-memorandum-144
https://news.ontario.ca/en/release/1000064/ontario-unveils-2-billion-plan-to-keep-schools-safe-and-support-learning-recovery-and-renewal
https://www.ontario.ca/page/bullying-we-can-all-help-stop-it?_ga=2.222817432.2084846814.1580821906-28162259.1580821906
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PPM 144 – Bullying Prevention and Intervention

Safe and Accepting Schools

Ontario Takes New Actions to Combat Bullying in Schools

Related Topics

Education and Training
Learn about Ontario’s early years, education and training systems. Includes information on child care, elementary schools,

secondary schools, colleges, universities, skills training and �nancial aid. Learn more

Home and Community
Information for families on major life events and care options, including marriage, births and child care. Also includes

planning resources for municipalities. Learn more
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