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Faith Message
The LORD is my
strength and my
shield, in whom my
heart trusts

- Psalm 28:7

We dedicate our Prayer in the memory of Mike Morais and Mary Anne
Millson.
Lord,
I admit I fear the unknown. I fear how others will act during this time of
uncertainty, how long this will last, and not knowing what the world will look
like for my children when this is over. Father, calm my heart. Help me to
trust you. Please keep my children safe. Please allow me to stay healthy so
that I can take care of them. Help me to rest at night, so that I have energy
and clarity of mind. Keep me focused on you, so that I can fill my children
with encouragement and not panic. Help us to not grow weary of one
another while we’re home together for who knows how long. Show me how
to make the most of this time and disciple my children with a new urgency.
St. Raphael Archangel, healer of mind, body and spirit, Pray For Us.
Amen.
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Message from Our Executive Director

Returning to school this year has been anything but ordinary. We saw each school board take
on the challenges of meeting the ever changing needs of their communities with in person and
virtual school options.
Administrators have put in around the clock hours preparing their schools for our children
ensuring that we are all safe in our school's environment, and continue to do this daily. We
have seen teachers adapting to new realities in the schools delivering their courses face to face
and online and have been doing a remarkable job. The commitment and dedication is clear to
see as children are happy to be back at school whatever that may look like for them whether
face to face or online.
On behalf of parents across Ontario we would like to express our sincerest appreciation for the
extraordinary challenges that School Administrators, teachers and support staff have had to
overcome. Cont'd...
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WE THANK YOU WHOLEHEARTEDLY FOR YOUR DEDICATION TO OUR CHILDREN!
At the end of last month we prepared an Open letter to the Minister of Education, Honorable
Stephen Lecce. We wanted to advocate once again for the challenges that continue to be faced
by school boards across the province. While there have been many victories for parents as our
children are adapting to school, and are trying to remain positive for our children, we continue
to ensure that we voice the concerns and share direct feedback with the minister. As the
number of cases continues to increase and parts of the province are rolling back to stage 2
protocols we continue to press for smaller class sizes and equitable access to virtual schools in
all areas of the province. We are launching our “OAPCE Return to School” Survey and hope you
can take a few minutes to provide input into your experiences. With the results we will be
better able to relay your experiences directly to the Ministry of Education.
On behalf of the OAPCE Board of Directors, stay strong, seek self care, and hope to see you all
virtually at our Webinar Series and AGM!
Annalisa Crudo-Perri

OAPCE Return to School Survey
https://bit.ly/oapce2020parentsurvey
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OAPCE NEWS
Welcome to all our new and returning OAPCE Representatives for joining OAPCE this
year. We are excited and glad to have you join the OAPCE family! Please note that “Every
council needs an OAPCE representative per reg 612”, if you have been appointed or
elected as the OAPCE Liaison Representative please email us to ensure that you are on the
email distribution list. What is your role? You are the critical piece between us and your
parent community - you will receive updates and information from us and your role is to
share to your parent council - where there is a regional council set up (where there are
OAPCE Directors) you will participate in their meetings and events with other OAPCE
representatives as well. If you have any questions please reach out to us or your school
Principal and or Parent Engagement Superintendent.

Webinar Series in November
We are proud to announce that OAPCE will be
hosting a webinar series in the month of
November leading up to our first virtual AGM.
Our theme is “Parenting Positively in a
Pandemic”
The series will take place on 3 consecutive
Saturday afternoons.
Visit www.oapce.org for more details and registration
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November 7 - Michael Way Skinner
Coordinator: Religion, Family Life, Equity YCDSB Lead
Instructor: Religious Education AQ
Michael will lead us in a conversation including themes from his
wife Christine and his book “There Must be a Pony in Here
Somewhere” - One of the best ways to develop an intentional
practice of looking for signs of God’s presence and goodness in
the ordinary events of daily life. Through stories filled with
humour and warmth, the Way Skinners book is an attempt to do
just that.

November 14 - Penny Patrician, Ministry of Education
Parents Matter!
More than three decades of research assures us of the importance
of parent engagement to student success. In fact, parent
engagement has been referred to as the single most important
contributory factor to increased student achievement. This
workshop will examine some of the myths of parent engagement
and explore what matters most to children’s success. Parents will
also have an opportunity to learn about practical tools and
resources to support parents in their roles as important members
of their children’s education team - as the most important role
models, mentors, and learners in their children’s world.
OAPCE Newsletter
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November 21 - OAPCE 81st VIRTUAL AGM

Commissioning
of OAPCE
Liaison
Directors and
Representatives
by Bishop
Dabrowski

OAPCE Newsletter

Executive Director, ICE
This year's theme for Catholic Education Week
gives us an image of tender growth - Nurturing
Hope. We're asked to think about our hope in
terms of the whole caring process of preparing
the soil, sowing the seeds, and harvesting the
fruit. In this time of uncertainty, the need for
tender care of our growing hope is clear. Join us
as we reflect on who can nurture our hope, how it
can be nurtured and what kind of harvest we can
expect. Scripture promises us "Those who hope
in the LORD will renew their strength." (Is 40:31)
Come to be renewed with us!
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November 21 - OAPCE 81st VIRTUAL AGM

OAPCE AGM
Meeting

OAPCE Newsletter

Parenting Through The New Normal
As families grapple with an ever-changing
normal, anxiety can escalate. Like students,
parents are placed in difficult times. Trying
to struggle with work, childcare, home-based
teaching, and parenting may become
overbearing. So how we deal with these
stresses? Through this highly interactive and
engaging workshop, caregivers will discover
two principles 1) Strategies to help their child
cope with complicated feelings and 2)
Develop routines to reestablish normality and
increase good mental health.
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News From Our Regions
Algonquin & Lakeshore
Ensuring an education that is equitable and inclusive, the Algonquin and
Lakeshore Catholic District School Board strengthens our Catholic Educational
System on the Pillars of Discipleship, Scholarship and Stewardship. Our schools
and our strategic initiatives are built on the foundation of these pillars. There are
33 Elementary and 10 Secondary schools in the regions. Currently the ALCDSB is
creating a plan to ensure that all OAPCE Liaison Representatives are appointed in
each parent council and to create their regional council in the new year with a new
OAPCE DIrector appointed earlier this year.

Brant Haldimand Norfolk
The first RCPIC meeting is scheduled for November 4 online. OAPCE looks forward
to sharing the update at this meeting. There are 32 schools (elementary and
secondary schools as well as 1 continuing education centre) in the district. OAPCE
representatives are contacted through the Office of the Superintendent and look
forward to exploring future parent engagement opportunities.
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News From Our Regions
Dufferin Peel
The Dufferin-Peel Catholic District School Board comprises 151 schools (125
elementary 26 secondary). We connect with reps by sending updates through the
CCCSC committee for distribution to all school principals and chairs. We connect
with reps directly as they sign up for email directly.
CCCSC (CPIC) updates were communicated in August. They were seeking input on
back to school plans and topics for “back to school webinar for parents”. Parents in
DP asked for a webinar that highlighted school protocols and information about
COVID-19 from Peel Health to help address parents’ anxiety about what is fact vs.
myth. A webinar was held at the start of September. Over 2000 participants were
online and they also had an ASL interpreter. They had over 600 questions and
continue to update and post to the board website and social media accounts.
Board CCCSC Volunteer of the year awards received 30+ nominations. All were
reviewed and the award winners and all nominees will be acknowledged at an
online event in October for the Family of Schools. This is normally held in June.
Like some other boards, there was a delayed start for those registered for remote
learning. During the delay, Secondary students were offered daily webinars. Topics
included mental wellness, digital citizenship and a presentation from Peel Police
with respect to internet and social media safety. When the delay continued they
offered additional student webinars about study tips and tech tips. Cont'd...
OAPCE Newsletter
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News From Our Regions
Dufferin Peel cont'd...
Weekly emails sent to the parents that provide updates about information from
OAPCE, the board and parent share resources.
Meetings are scheduled for the end of each month on line. Topics and presenters
are being coordinated so that we don’t duplicate what the CCCSC is doing. Parents
were seeking information on Human Trafficking, Mental Wellness, Faith Resources
to connect home, school, parish and Healthy Eating Habits (dietician)
A letter issued Sept 10th to all school principals and chairs. “Every council needs an
OAPCE representative per reg 612”, the letter provides information about OAPCE
and directs them to sign up to identify who is the rep and to sign up for emails.
Every November, for the last 10 years, the OAPCE team has been invited to facilitate
an “about your role” workshop at the annual CCCSC in-service for Catholic School
Council executive members. The workshop is one part of a ½ day event. Attendance
in the workshop ranges from 15-60 people depending on the year as the board
promotes it as a New To Role information event. Regional council volunteers
facilitate the breakout session “New to OAPCE Rep Role”. Other events are pending
development (such as the annual CCCSC Spring Parent Marketplace and
Conference, where we normally have a promo table).
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News From Our Regions
Halton
There are 54 schools in the school board. OAPCE reps are contacted through the
HCDSB through the Office of the Superintendent assigned to sit on CPIC.
With the current and projected student population growth in Milton Ontario, the
Ministry of Education has approved funding for the HCDSB for a new elementary
and secondary school.
The HCDSB is hosting a variety of virtual information sessions for parents
regarding programs and educational pathways. These include Advanced Placement
and International Baccalaureate programs as well as Grade 8 parent information
nights. The HCDSB has welcomed three new Superintendents of Education. The
HCDSB is committed to communication with parents and students regarding
virtual learning and return to school protocols and updates through the addition of
links available on the Board website. These include topics such as delivery models,
health and safety protocols, cleaning protocols, school day structure, and
transportation.
The HCDSB is celebrating in October Islamic History Month and Hispanic Heritage
Month with a variety of in-class activities and virtual events. Cont'd...
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News From Our Regions
Halton cont'd...
OAPCE will be looking to participate in CPIC meetings for the HCDSB. Updates
from OAPCE provided at these meetings as well as promotion of upcoming webinar
series/AGM. Commissioning ceremony of reps to be determined. Plans to promote
OAPCE for 2020/2021 school year:
a) OAPCE is standing agenda item at CPIC meetings and Council of Chairs
b) OAPCE updates sent from Halton Director to HCDSB communications
c) OAPCE rep commissioning ceremony and possible virtual retreats

Toronto
There are 200 schools in the TCDSB and OAPCE Representatives are elected and or
appointed on every parent council - these representatives are connected directly
with our Regional Council through an email distribution list. OAPCE Toronto is a
standing item on every parent council agenda. Cont'd...
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News From Our Regions
Toronto cont'd...
CSPC (Parent Councils) Elections have been completed at all TCDSB schools. First
OAPCE Toronto meeting was held on Monday October 5th. OAPCE was pleased to
host a Q and A session with the new Director of Education Brenden Browne. An
email has been sent out to our new OAPCE Toronto reps that includes a warm
welcome to all and provided information about meetings and the upcoming
webinar series. The OAPCE Toronto team is currently exploring options to host a
virtual commissioning ceremony.
OAPCE Toronto continues to advocate for the parent voice through delegations
and co delegations with CPIC at most TCDSB Board meetings. OAPCE continues to
offer assistance with the new by-law template. There have concerns reported to
OAPCE Toronto with the launch of the virtual school and students not having
teachers or classes until this past week - a lot of parents have chosen the virtual
school as there are currently 28,000 enrolled in it (Elementary and Secondary).
Our next meeting is in December and continue to engage with all parents on our
various social media platforms, email and virtually.
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News From Our Regions
York
There are 110 schools in the York Board. There has been a delay across the Board in
establishing Catholic School Councils, and will hopefully build the distribution list
into November. Each parent council ensures that an OAPCE rep is appointed or
elected and will be in direct contact with the OAPCE Directors representing the
region.
The York Catholic District School Board welcomes interim Director of Education,
Mary Battista. Ms. Battista brings with her many years of experience as a teacher,
librarian, principal and superintendent.
YCDSB re-entry plan has progressed well during Covid-19. “Elementary students in
Kindergarten to Grade 8 will attend school five days per week, with one cohort for
the full day, including lunch. Secondary students will return in an adapted model,
with class cohorts of approximately 15 students, attending on alternate days
Students will include 150 minutes of in-person, face to face learning on alternate
days and 150 minutes of synchronous online learning every day.” School staff have
performed remarkably during this transition and we commend all teachers that are
teaching both in-class and remote learning curriculum. Bravo!

Don't see your Baord? Contact us on how we can share what is going on in your Region!
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Partner Spotlight
CPCO - Catholic Principals' Council
@CPCOofficial

I am a Catholic Principal/Vice-Principal where we highlight the important work
of Catholic Principals and Vice-Principals across Ontario.
Every second Friday, we unveil a profile of a Principal or Vice-Principal who share
their personal experiences that led them to choose this vocation, the qualities
that they think make a successful Catholic education leader and the things they
are most grateful for in their career.
You can also connect and follow these stories on social media, under the hashtag
#CatholicPVP.
If you know a Principal or Vice-Principal who you would like to nominate, or if
you would like to participate yourself, please contact Marketing &
Communications Manager, Hannah Yakobi, at hyakobi@cpco.on.ca.
https://cpco.on.ca/index.php/public/ontario-catholic-schools/i-am-catholicprincipalvice-principal/
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Partner Spotlight
ICE - Institute for Catholic Education
@ICEontario

The Assembly of Catholic Bishops of Ontario (ACBO) is pleased to announce the
appointment of Dr. Anne Jamieson as the new Executive Director of the Institute
for Catholic Education (ICE).
Dr. Jamieson is a recognized leader in the Ontario education community and has
served as a conference speaker, presenter and facilitator of professional
development sessions across Canada in the areas of curriculum delivery for
Religious Education and in faith formation.
A former teacher and university lecturer, Dr. Jamieson is also a published author,
who completed her Doctor of Ministry, in the area of catechesis, through the
University of Toronto.
As a woman of deep faith, she is committed to building on the legacy of the
countless religious women and men who forged and fought for our publiclyfunded Catholic Education system in Ontario.
We welcome Dr. Jamieson and look forward to working with her!
OAPCE Newsletter
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Partner Spotlight
ICE - Institute for Catholic Education

cont'd...

@ICEontario

A Catholic Perspective is a publishing project of the Institute for Catholic
Education, offered to encourage discussion and reflection on topics relevant to
teachers, educational leaders working in Catholic schools, and members of the
broader Catholic educational community, as part of the mandate to develop
foundational documents in Catholic educational practice.
The monographs are intended to ensure that professional practice and dialogue
remain grounded in the distinctive perspective of our Catholic faith.
The Project is comprised of four series:
i) Identity and Mission for Catholic Schools
ii) Curriculum and Educational Practice for Catholic Schools
iii) Contemporary Issues and Challenges for Catholic Schools and
iv) Renewing the Promise – Exploring Challenges and Opportunities you can find it
here: https://iceont.ca/monographs/.
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