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Joy to the world! the Lord is come; Let earth receive her King; 

Let every heart prepare him room, And heaven and nature sing, 

And heaven and nature sing, 

And heaven, and heaven, and nature sing. 

 

Joy to the world! The Saviour reigns; Let men their songs employ; 

While fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains 

Repeat the sounding joy, Repeat the sounding joy, 

Repeat, repeat the sounding joy 

 

No more let sins and sorrows grow, Nor thorns infest the ground; 

He comes to make His blessings flow Far as the curse is found, 

Far as the curse is found, 

Far as, far as, the curse is found. 

 

He rules the world with truth and grace, And makes the nations prove 

The glories of His righteousness, And wonders of His love, 

And wonders of His love, 

And wonders, wonders, of His love. 
 

December 5 January 13,14 

OAPCE Board of 
Directors Meeting 

April 30-May 5 
Catholic Education 

Week – Walking 
Forward Together 

D E C E M B E R  2 0 1 6  

 ICE Board Meeting 

Joy to the World 
 
The hymn Joy to the World 
was written in 1719 by 
Isaac Watts (1674-1748) 
and is based on Psalm 98. 
“Make a joyful noise unto 
the Lord, all the Earth: 
make a loud noise, and 
rejoice, and sing praise.” 
 
Over 100 years later, in 
1839, Lowell Mason 
adapted and arranged this 
song into a melody many 
believe to have been 
written by Handel. 
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The Mission Experience of the Simcoe Muskoka CDSB 
These excerpts are from an article from the Director of 
Education of Simcoe Muskoka on WE! A true inspiration to our 
Catholic School Boards, schools, and parents… 

   

Prior to departure, all parents gather with their children at the 
school, and through a prayer service the students are handed 
over to the chaperones, and the buses depart.  The teams 
spend between 12 and 17 days in country.  The students go to 
help their communities with the building projects underway -- 
this could be the building of a school, the building of 
walkways, digging trenches for water pipes, mixing cement, 
laying bricks and blocks, etc.  They work in partnership with 
the local craftsmen, under the direction of the villagers.  The 
students also spend time teaching students, visiting schools, 
playing with school children, and interacting with families and 
community members.  The students also learn from the 
community members -- and engage in social justice activities, 
water walks, etc.  Finally, one of the highlights of every single 
experience would have to be when students and staff gather at 
the local parish to celebrate Mass/… 
 
When we celebrate Catholic Education week the first week of 
May 2017 I will know that simultaneously I will have my staff 
and students here in North America, in South America, in 
Asia, and in Africa.  I will know that my students and staff are 
transforming lives and being transformed.  I will know that my 
students and staff will be modeling the Catholic School 
Graduate Expectations in all they do/… 
 
Brian Beal 
Director of Education 
Simcoe Muskoka Catholic District School Board 

For many years, the Simcoe Muskoka Catholic DSB has been 
proud to partner with Free the Children / Me to We, now WE.  
While countless initiatives are underway in the various schools 
throughout the school year, including the attendance at WE Day 
for several years by at least 400 students annually, one particular 
focus that has engaged the interest and support of the entire 
school board is the Free the Children’s WE Villages program/… 
 
Our largest secondary school, St. Joan of Arc Catholic High 
School, has been able to send a mission team every year since 
2009.  That initial year, 18 parents trusted us with their children, 
and we travelled to Kenya for 17 incredible days -- and came back 
forever changed about who we are as Canadians called to make a 
difference/… 

For the full article and 
more pictures, please 

visit oapce.org 
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campaign. Click here to download 
these materials. 
 
Finally, they are looking for faith-
leaders like you to share stories of 
excellence in your district. If you 
know an exceptional individual 
demonstrating excellence in Catholic 
education, please 
visit www.togetherinfaith.ca/spreadth
eword to let them know about them. 
 
We hope you’ll join OCSTA in 
celebrating the excellence of 
Catholic education in Ontario. 

 

For more information on this topic 
visit MAKING THE CASE FOR 
CATHOLIC EDUCATION AMID 
DEFUNDING CRIES By Michael 
Swan, The Catholic Register,  
December 3, 2016 

<http://www.catholicregister.org/mi
chael-swan> 

1

The Ontario Catholic School 
Trustees Association has a new 
online campaign to promote 
Catholic education in Ontario. 
Called Together in Faith, their goal 
is to build a vibrant online 
community of supporters of 
Catholic education, and share the 
stories of the exceptional students, 
teachers, and other members of 
our faith community who are 
demonstrating excellence in our 
distinct school system. 

Please join their campaign by 
visiting www.togetherinfaith.ca and 
signing up to show your support for 
Catholic education in Ontario. 
In order to build this vibrant online 
community, they’ll need your help 
to spread the word in our schools 
and local parishes.  
 
They’ve developed flyers, posters, 
and content for your Catholic Board 
and school’s social media accounts 
to help drive awareness about this 
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How the Ombudsman Can Help You  

Are you having an issue with an Ontario school board? The Office of the 
Ombudsman can help. We take complaints about Ontario’s school boards 
and school authorities – everything from transportation problems, to 
enrolment and boundary issues, to student safety and special education, 
to staff and trustee conduct. 
We work collaboratively with school boards to help solve issues, 
successfully resolving more than 85% of the complaints we have received 
since we took on this new responsibility in September 2015.  
 
For example, we helped a woman who had tried for months to get a school 
board to respond to her safety concerns about vehicles regularly driving up 
onto a school curb near an entrance for young children. We contacted 
board officials, who installed “no parking” signs and advised staff to refrain 
from parking in the area. In another situation, the mother of a Grade 4 
student was concerned for her son’s safety because he had to cross a 
busy intersection on his walk to school. He was denied busing services, 
even though younger children in the area were being bused to school. 
After we referred her to the school board’s superintendent of 
transportation, the board agreed to provide busing services for her son. 
 
With more than 40 years of experience helping the citizens of Ontario, the 
Office of the Ontario Ombudsman is an effective office of last resort. If you 
have a complaint, we may be able to help you or refer you appropriately. 
Call us at 1-800-263-1830, email at info@ombudsman.on.ca, or visit our 
webpage to fill out on online complaint form at www.ombudsman.on.ca. 
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Toronto Catholic District School Board  
                                                 Celebrates the Parish-School Connection  
TCDSB recognizes the intrinsic partnership among family, parish 
and school that forms the solid foundation on which Catholic 
education has been built. During the Board’s Year of the Parish, 
the second year of its three-year pastoral plan, the TCDSB 
community is focusing on ways to strengthen our family of faith 
connections. 
 
The Archdiocese of Toronto is celebrating its 175th anniversary 
during the next school year, which coincides with our renewed focus 
on our parish family. It provides us with an opportunity to highlight 
the interwoven history of the Archdiocese and Catholic education in 
Toronto. 
 
In preparation for the Year of the Parish, school administrators were encouraged to reach out 
to their local parish and their parent council and invite them to partner in celebrating the family-parish-
school relationship. This initial invitation went out from the office of the Director and Chair at the tail end of 
the 2015-2016 school year. The hope was that this would launch the conversations about this joint 
celebration and how both sides can work to nurture the relationship that has already been built, or how 
they can more closely connect the parish and the school throughout the coming year and beyond. 
 
TCDSB wants our parishes to feel included in all the wonderful things that are happening in our school 
communities, and we want our schools to feel included in the life of the parish as well. 
Schools were invited to submit their ideas for the year to parish.project@tcdsb.org. 
 
In the Fall of 2016, the Board hosted Year of the Parish: A Conversation—four regional meetings which 
brought together representatives from our school communities (1 administrator, 1 teacher and 1 parent) 
and parishes (1 pastor or designate, and 1 other parish representative). Parishes sat with their family of 
schools, and the conversation focused on what schools and parishes were already doing well, identifying 
the challenges to developing better relationships, and brainstorming ideas for events/initiatives that could 
be explored in the future. 
 
Approximately 467 people attended the sessions, and some fruitful discussions took place. The ideas 
from the sessions were shared with everyone via email as well as through the Board’s website. Everyone, 
whether they were able to attend the sessions or not, was encouraged to keep the conversation going at 
the local level, and to continue to share their ideas, good news stories, videos and photos using the 
hashtags #yearoftheparish and/or #parishproject. 
 
As the Board has done during each year of its pastoral plan, a culminating event is being planned for the 
Year of the Parish. The Board will proclaim Friday, May 5, 2017 as Parish Family Day; the proclamation 
being presented to the Cardinal (or his designate) at the first possible board meeting in December of 
January. 
 
Schools will be invited to plan a local celebration with their parish community on that day, and again those 
celebrations will be shared through social media and the board’s website. 
In addition, a board-wide celebration will take place at the Catholic Education Centre on the morning of 
May 5th. This Parish Family Day Celebration will showcase the creative work of our students (stories, 
poems, visual art pieces and videos), with the focus being on their view of what makes their parish or their 
pastor special. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=h-9COag552o                                             Continued pg. 7 
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Meet Our New Board of Directors Member  
Laura Bassett – Region 16 (PVNC) 
 

TCDSB Celebrates School-Parish 
Connections Continued… 

 This Year of the Parish is simply the 
first step in an ongoing process of 
strengthening connections among our 
families, parishes and schools. TCDSB 
looks forward to continuing to build on 
those successes as we move to 
celebrating the Year of the School. 

More information can be found on our 
website 
here: https://www.tcdsb.org/Board/Nurt
uringOurCatholicCommunity/Yearofthe
Parish/Pages/default.aspx 

My name is Laura Bassett. My husband and I have 
two children enrolled with the Peterborough 
Victoria Northumberland Clarington Catholic 
District School Board. We have been part of this 
Board for the past nine years. 

I am passionate about parents/guardians being 
involved with their child(ren)'s education. 

I currently sit on both Catholic School Councils,  
and the Catholic Parent Engagement Committee. 

I look forward to working with OAPCE to support 
the wonderful work our Catholic school system is 
doing in Ontario. 



 

 

PO Box 72 
Petawawa, ON 

K8H 2X1 
         Phone: 877-828-2081  

                     oapce@oapce.on.ca 
                  www.oapce.org 

 

  
 
 

The Board of Directors 
of the OAPCE 

wish you a most blessed 
Christmas Season 

OAPCE 
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