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The Advent Wreath is part of our
long-standing Catholic traditions. The actual origins
are uncertain, however, whether it be Germanic or
Scandinavian it is a wonderful symbol of the season.
The symbolism of the Advent Wreath is certainly
beautiful. The wreath is made of various evergreens,
signifying continuous life. Even these evergreens have
a traditional meaning, which can be adapted to our
faith. The laurel signifies victory over persecution and
suffering, pine, holy, and yew, immortality, and cedar,
strength and healing. Holly also has a special Christian
symbolism. The prickly leaves remind us of …
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Calendar of Educational Partner Meetings/Events
December 3
OAPCE Executive
meeting with
OCSTA, OECTA
and ICE

January 8 & 9
OAPCE Board of
Directors Meeting

February 2
Ministry of
Education’s Student
Achievement
Division Working
Table Meeting
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WE Day combines the energy of a live concert with the
inspiration of incredible stories of leadership and change.
This stadium-sized event—held in 14 cities in the US,
Canada and the UK—brings together world-renowned
speakers and performers with tens of thousands of youth
to celebrate the power of service.

My We Day Experience
On October 1, 2015, I got a chance to attend We Day in
Toronto with my mother, who is an OAPCE Director for
the Dufferin Peel area. At the We Day Event I got to
understand and be inspired to do great things, in not only
our community, but the communities around the world,
that are not blessed the same way we are. This
organization opened my eyes to the struggles people face
on a daily basis and ways I can help and offer my hand in
support to better their lives. I witnessed all the great
things that people my age, even younger, are doing with
their talents and it made me really want to get involved.
We Day was an amazing opportunity for me to learn all
the ways I can participate in bettering our world now and
for future generations. I am very excited to take part in
next year’s We Day event and look forward to all the
new things it has in store for me.
Madison Magdangal
16 year old student of Our Lady of Mount Carmel.

Submitted by Helen MacLeod (Hamilton-Wentworth Regional Director) & son James
As a parent I was extremely excited to have been given the opportunity to be part of this
remarkable day. . . WE DAY!, and especially glad to have my son experience it with me. I
wish I could say the same for him, he was very reluctant to attend but would not give a
reason why. . .I thought perhaps the large crowds, loud cheering or music. . . however, we
were going and that was that. . I would make the best of it and pray he would get
something out of it.
In a nutshell, he enjoyed it. . it was the conversations on the ride home and at the dinner
table that he initiated with different stories he heard from the speakers, about the guy who
cut himself and found that through his writing he was healing himself. . . about the old man
(Fonzi) that made him laugh about how he hated math and failed, but went on to be what
he wanted to be even though he was told he wouldn't succeed. . .yes the music was great to
listen to and dance. . . but as a parent I was overwhelmed that my son was really listening,
taking in the important messages - we are powerful, we are a movement, we can change
the world. . . . I hope this is the first step in his journey to change his world!
Thank you for allowing this memorable and inspirational opportunity.
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Dear Parents in Catholic education

2016. Check out our website for further
information and updates - www.oapce.org,
and become a Facebook and Twitter
follower.

The season of Christmas is a time for
families, and friends to join together and
celebrate all the great things that occurred
over the past year. It is a time of reflection
and joy, as we witness the birth of Jesus
and all the decorations and family dinners
over this time period.

Seventy-Seven years serving parents in
Catholic education is truly a celebration
and I encourage you to attend and meet
other parents from all of Ontario Catholic
School Boards as we gather to celebrate
"Different Gifts, One Voice: Living Our
Virtues in a Virtual World"!

This is a time for us at OAPCE to reflect
on what has been accomplished over the
past few months as we began a new school
year! We are reflecting too on how
successful our Association has been
connecting with you the members, how
many OAPCE representatives we have on
all the Ontario Catholic School Councils,
and looking towards the next few months
in 2016 leading to our Annual Conference.

As we gather in our parishes this Christmas
season take a moment to thank the Lord for
the great gift of publicly funded Catholic
education in Ontario. We the parents in
Catholic education are the light for future
generations to celebrate this gift as our
ancestors (parents, grandparents and great
grandparents) were so many years ago! It
is our story to be told to all who will listen,
as is the story of the first Christmas.

How successful has your Board been in
soliciting an OAPCE representative for all
your Catholic School Councils? Has your
School Board provided the OAPCE office
a list of all the representatives?

On behalf of the Board of Directors, I wish
you a very Blessed Christmas and may the
Christmas star shine brightly on you and
your families throughout the new year!

I encourage you, and your School Councils
to become actively involved in attending
the 77th Annual Conference and Annual
Meeting in Toronto on May 6-7,

In Catholic education,
Brian Evoy
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Advent Wreath continued…
…the crown of thorns, and one English legend tells of how the cross was made of holly.
The circle of the wreath, which has no beginning or end, symbolizes the eternity of God,
the immortality of the soul and the everlasting life found in Christ.
The four candles represent the four weeks of Advent. A tradition is that each week
represents one thousand years, to sum to the 4,000 years from Adam and Eve until the
birth of Christ Three candles are purple and one is rose. The purple candles in particular
symbolize the prayer, penance, and preparatory sacrifices and good works undertaken at
this time. The rose candle is lit on the third Sunday, Gaudette Sunday, when the priest
also wears rose vestments at the Mass. Gaudette Sunday is the Sunday of rejoicing,
because the faithful have arrived at the midpoint of Advent, when their preparation is
now half over and they are close to Christmas. The progressive lighting of the candles
symbolizes the expectation and hope surrounding our Lord’s first coming into the world
and the anticipation of His second coming.
The light, again, signifies Christ, the Light of the world. Some modern day adaptations
include a white candle placed in the middle of the wreath, which represents Christ and is
lit on Christmas Eve. Another tradition is to replace the three purple and one rose
candles with four white candles, which will be lit throughout the Christmas season.
Since Advent is a time to stir-up our faith in the Lord, the wreath and the prayers provide
us a way to augment this special preparation for Christmas. Moreover, this good
tradition helps us to remain vigilant in our homes and not lose sight of the true meaning
of Christmas.
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Our Catholic Education Partners
Catholic Principals’ Council of Ontario
Who They Are
Catholic Principals' Council | Ontario (CPCO) is a
voluntary, professional association for Principals
and Vice-Principals in Ontario's 29 publicly funded
Catholic School Boards. CPCO represents the
needs and perspectives of local Principals/VicePrincipals in Catholic School Boards and
is their exclusive representative to the provincial
government. A Board of Directors comprised of 9
elected active Principal/Vice-Principals from across
the province manages the Association.
Approximately 600,000 students in Ontario attend
Catholic schools. Catholic school Principals and
Vice-Principals lead over 1,300 publicly funded
Catholic schools in the province.
Why It Matters
Catholic Principals' Council | Ontario is called to
leadership in Catholic education through service and
advocacy with a commitment to gospel values.

Wayne Hill
CPCO President
Algonquin & Lakeshore CDSB

Do You See What I See?
Addressing Poverty in Our Schools
“We believe that our students – and indeed all
human beings – are worthy of love and
belonging.”
To see this incredible video, go to:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=D
X5ThoA5NT0
We suggest you also visit CPCO’s
website at www.cpco.on.ca
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Prayer: as we journey to Christmas
Loving God,
As we walk in the relative comfort of our lives
towards Christmas,
Help us to remember pregnant Mary and Joseph
on the way to Bethlehem on foot and donkey;
poor, tired, muddy, hungry, frightened A cold place awaits them,
for there is ‘no room at the inn’.
Help us Lord to see Mary and Joseph in the needy,
the marginalized, the isolated, the ‘fringe dwellers’
- our neighbours.
Help us to dare and make the effort,
To be instruments of justice for them in the Name of Jesus;
to greet them with respect when we meet them, on the street or in the shops,
to knock on their doors with love in our eyes,
and to share of the gifts we have:
love, faith, friendship, neighbourliness, respect, food and
a political voice.
We ask this Lord
knowing that you answer our prayers
and that you empower us to glorify you with our lives.
Amen
So this Christmas:
Enjoy your festive goodies,
then go in peace,
to love and nurture the newborn Lord
in the warm, clean,
welcoming stable of your hearts and in the
gestures of love toward those around you.
(adapted from Ideas and quotes from ‘Advent, Christmas and
Epiphany Stories and Reflections on the Sunday Readings’
Orbis Books, Maryknoll NY 10545 © 1998 Megan McKenna)

Michelle Mucci-Kirley
OAPCE Spiritual Advisor
-
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OAPCE
PO Box 72
Petawawa, ON
K8H 2X1
Phone: 877-828-2081
www.oapce.org

The Board of Directors
of the OAPCE
wish you a most blessed
Christmas Season

