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Today, I turned the calendar to the 
month of December! Where has 2014 gone? It just 
seems like our parent engagement through School 
Councils, Regional Councils, PICS and other related 
parental groups across Ontario began this school year, 
but here we are four months in. Here at OAPCE we 
are working towards a great Conference and Annual 
Meeting to be held in Pembroke, Ontario! But your 
OAPCE Board of Directors are not just concentrating 
on the planning of the Conference.  They are sitting on 
a variety of Ministry of Education Curriculum Tables, 
meeting with their School Board officials and 
Trustees, and dialoguing with parents in their regions. 
                                                              continued pg.4  

December 1 December 3 

Catholic Education 
Foundation of 
Ontario (CEFO) - 
Meeting 

December 8 

Institute of 
Catholic Education 
(ICE) - Board of 
Directors’ Meeting 

D E C E M B E R  2 0 1 4  

Come to Us 
Come to us, Jesus, come to us. 

We are waiting, hopeful, anticipating. 
We are waiting Jesus, come. 

 

For a world filled with darkness longs 
to see your light. 

For a world of despair awaits that 
hopeful night. 

 
We know not where this journey 
leads, we follow just our dreams. 
We travel far that we might kneel 

before a newborn King. 
 

Unto us a shining star, a sign for all to 
see: that unto us a child is born, born 

to set us free. 
 

Lyrics from “Come to Us” by Steve 
Angrisano, in Spirit and Song 2 Hymnal. 

Pupil Accommodation 
Review Guideline 
(PARG) Consultation 
Session 
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Region Updates 
Dufferin – Peel    Region 5 

Renata Quattro and Karen Magdangal  

DRAPCE	  held	  its	  first	  meeting	  of	  this	  year	  
on	  October	  29th.	  There	  was	  record	  attendance	  
with	  45	  members	  attending,	  including	  13	  who	  
are	  new	  OAPCE	  reps.	  Membership	  has	  grown	  
again	  to	  the	  point	  that	  meetings	  have	  moved	  
from	  the	  school’s	  library	  into	  the	  gym.	  
We	  were	  honoured	  to	  have	  a	  guest	  presenter,	  
Nuno	  DeCastro	  who	  is	  from	  our	  Board	  
Office.	  	  He	  came	  to	  share	  information	  with	  
us	  about	  Homework	  Help,	  which	  is	  an	  online	  
math-‐tutoring	  tool	  available	  to	  grades	  7-‐10	  
and	  is	  completely	  free.	  
(homeworkhelp.ilc.org)	  	  
	  On	  November	  1st	  our	  Executive	  members	  
facilitated	  a	  training	  session	  at	  our	  
Board’s	  In-‐service,	  during	  which	  we	  offered	  
training	  to	  our	  19	  new	  members,	  while	  also	  
outlining	  the	  responsibilities,	  expectations	  
and	  purpose	  of	  an	  OAPCE	  Liaison	  Rep.	  
	  We	  are	  looking	  forward	  to	  having	  an	  amazing	  
year	  after	  such	  a	  wonderful	  start. 
 

Dufferin-Peel Directors 
Renata	  Quattro	  is	  a	  passionate	  advocate	  for	  
Publically	  Funded	  Catholic	  Education.	  She	  joined	  
OAPCE	  representing	  Dufferin-‐Peel	  in	  2009	  and	  has	  
since	  served	  in	  many	  capacities	  such	  as	  the	  
Treasurer	  and	  conference	  chair	  and	  has	  attended	  
many	  committees	  and	  ministry	  related	  
consultations	  including	  Inclusivity	  Policy	  Review.	  
She	  is	  currently	  working	  with	  Pearson	  Canada	  on	  
reviewing	  the	  new	  Religious	  Education	  Curriculum	  
for	  primary	  grades	  to	  be	  rolled	  out	  in	  2015.Renata	  
is	  married	  and	  the	  proud	  mother	  of	  three	  
beautiful	  girls	  and	  actively	  involves	  her	  entire	  
family	  to	  promote	  social	  justice	  through	  a	  Catholic	  
Lens	  and	  has	  been	  a	  member	  of	  Catholic	  School	  
Council	  since	  2006.	  Renata	  works	  full	  time	  and	  is	  
the	  co-‐owner	  of	  the	  family	  business	  since	  2003.	  
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Student Achievement Division Working Table Report  
reported by Roxanne Horwitz (Durham Director) 

2

risk of not passing the OSSLT 
§ To remediate literacy needs 

for students who have been 
unsuccessful on the OSSLT 
and are still in school  
 

3. Experiential Learning  
a. Definition: an activity in which 

students learn from an experience, 
reflect on the learning and then 
apply that learning in new situations  

b. Goals of expanding experiential 
learning:  

§ To ensure that all students in 
K to Gr 12 have multiple and 
varied experiential learning 
opportunities both in the 
classroom and in the 
community that are 
challenging, authentic and 
developmentally appropriate  

§ Connected to the curriculum 
and other opportunities that 
leverage the learning that 
takes place outside the 
curriculum  

 

1

Table Discussions Included:  
1. 21st Century Learning  

a. Educators are embracing change  
b. Pedagogy is driving technology 

decision-making  
c. There is an emerging pattern of 

evolving new technologies  
d. Students are experiencing innovative 

practices such as:  
§ Game-based learning  
§ Inquiry-based /problem-based 

learning  
§ Technology-enabled cross school 

project teams  
§ Technology-enabled cross curricular 

approaches to credit accumulation  
§ Technology-enabled links between 

co-op placements and school 
§ Innovative spaces for learning 

2. Applied Literacy Strategy  
a. Reviewed Action Plan to address 

Ontario Secondary School Literacy 
Test (OSSLT) Results  

b. Purpose of Action Plan  
§ To address the immediate 

needs of students in Grade 10 
Applied English courses in 
this school year who are at 
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President’s Message continued… 

 
In a few weeks, OAPCE will launch a brand new website! I am very excited about this, 
for it has been a major project over the past months. Our Directors reached out to their 
regions and sought input from you the members of OAPCE! This will be a provincial 
Catholic parent engagement web page! 
Our newsletter is up and running!  Please share this newsletter with all your parents - it 
only takes a click on forward! Also, encourage your parent community in your school, 
Board and region to connect directly with OAPCE by submitting their email addresses, 
and connecting to Facebook and Twitter! 
We will soon begin a new year, 2015! There will be new and exciting challenges for us as 
parents to face in our provincial education system. Continue to be “connected” to 
OAPCE and together we will embrace those challenges together like those parents in 
Catholic education did for over 75 years! 
A few days ago I came across an old Christmas card in a box of my parent’s Christmas 
decorations and pictures. I want to share the message on that card with you on behalf of 
everyone at OAPCE! 
“May you feel God's presence in the candles that softly glow at Christmas, and 
may you experience the wonder of His abiding love in the coming new year. 
May God's blessings be with you.”    

 
Yours in Catholic Education, 

Brian Evoy 
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Region Updates continued…  
Karen Magdangal – Dufferin-Peel Director 
Karen	  is	  a	  working	  Mother	  of	  3	  children.	  She	  has	  been	  
married	  for	  24	  years	  and	  has	  two	  boys	  that	  have	  both	  
graduated	  out	  of	  the	  Catholic	  school	  system	  and	  a	  
daughter	  who	  is	  currently	  in	  grade	  10.	  She	  first	  became	  
involved	  in	  Catholic	  education	  after	  she	  actually	  
became	  a	  Catholic	  in	  2001.	  She	  made	  the	  decision	  after	  
her	  daughter	  was	  born	  to	  explore	  her	  own	  faith	  and	  
enrolled	  in	  the	  Rite	  of	  Catholic	  Initiation	  for	  Adults	  
at	  her	  local	  parish.	  	  Upon	  completion	  she	  continued	  as	  
a	  volunteer	  with	  RCIA	  for	  6	  years.	  She	  later	  went	  on	  to	  
become	  Parish	  Rep	  for	  her	  daughter's	  elementary	  school	  
where	  she	  served	  for	  5	  years.	  Karen	  became	  involved	  
with	  OAPCE	  at	  the	  high	  school	  level	  when	  she	  was	  
elected	  OAPCE	  rep	  and	  is	  now	  in	  her	  2nd	  term.	  	  From	  her	  
involvement	  with	  DRAPCE	  she	  was	  elected	  to	  the	  position	  
of	  Director,	  which	  she	  has	  held	  since	  May	  2014.	  She	  is	  
looking	  forward	  to	  serving	  with	  this	  amazing	  
Association	  and	  working	  alongside	  some	  wonderful	  people	  
to	  help	  preserve	  the	  right	  of	  a	  Publicly	  funded	  

Catholic	  Education	  
system	  for	  future	  
generations.	  	   

Our Lady of Mount Carmel 
(Mississauga) Charity Day 

 This year, Our Lady of Mount Carmel Secondary 
School is supporting two charities: Mother’s Village 
(in Bosnia-Herzegovina) and Million Dollar Smiles 
(locally in Mississauga). To kick off this initiative, 
Student Council partnered with Athletic Council and 
ran a very successful Pep-Rally Charity Day. With a 

donation, students were able to participate in a 
variety of activities, including hockey, Zumba, 
yoga, the Amazing Race, table tennis and many 
others. The day also included a ‘Carm’ival where 
students could participate in jousting, raffles, 

basketball half-court shots, pie throwing, and an 
obstacle course! It was a fun, action-packed, 
successful launch for this year’s fundraising efforts 
and it raised over $16,000 for Mount Carmel’s 
chosen charities. 
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How Will We Celebrate Christmas This Year? 
 
 How can we celebrate Christmas if we get there exhausted  
from too much shopping, baking, cleaning, getting ready? How can  
we celebrate Christmas if when it gets here we are too tired to see and  
to relish? 
  
 This Advent, November 30 to December 21, the community  
of faith speaks to the busyness of the world and says, “Wait, look  
and see: The Word was made flesh and lived among us - God came  
to visit us and never left.”  We call this the Incarnation. It is what we  
long for every Advent and what we celebrate every Christmas. 
 
 In plain words, God came to visit us and took on our skins  
and bones. God came not in the prestige and glamour of a powerful 
 king, but in the anonymity and obscurity of humanity. God lives in  
the brokenness of the world, the anguish and the tears of humanity,  
so as to bring healing and joy. 
  
 So where there is woundedness and brokenness, where humanity is, there God is.  In the 
words of Ron Rolheiser: “God takes on flesh so that every home becomes a church, every child 
becomes the Christ-child, and all food and drink becomes a sacrament. God’s many faces are now 
everywhere, in flesh, tempered and turned down, so that our human eyes can see him. God, in his 
many-faced face, has become as accessible, and visible, as the nearest water tap. That is the why of 
the incarnation. (The Holy Longing) 
 
 The Incarnation is God's call to each and all of us to become fully human, to welcome 
humanity, because there we see the face of God. Every one of our gestures, words and actions, 
then, are ways to let Christ touch others and every encounter with others is a way for us to meet the 
Holy One. We are Christ to each other. No longer in the stable of Bethlehem, but in the stables of 
our lives, in our tears and joy, God comes to touch and to comfort.  To celebrate Christmas means 
trusting that the Word made flesh is in each person we encounter - in the many faces of those we 
meet and in the many faces of those we have yet to meet.  
 
 So look around, God is here - we can find our God in the hunger of those without food, in 
the cries of those whose voice no one hears, in the laughter of our families, in the anguish of those 
whose loud cries remain unheard, in the tears of those who feel unwavering loss and in the bonds of 
friendship and community.   
 
                                                        So look around brothers and sisters, Christ is here. May we          
                                                                   all be blessed to see him face to face in the skins and bones  
                                                                   of those we meet during this holy season and all the days  
                                                                   of our lives.  

 
Michelle Mucci-Kirley 

OAPCE Spiritual Advisor 
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The Ontario Association of Parents in Catholic Education’s 
2015 Conference and Annual General Meeting 

“Poor No More” 

May 29 & 30, 2015 
Pembroke, ON 

For more information and registration visit our website at www.oapce.on.ca 

Thank you to our generous sponsors... 

Parents Reaching Out Grant 

Vendors 
 
 

Exhibitors 
 
 

Keynote 
Speaker:  

Sherry     
Campbell     

M.A. RSW 
OACCPP (R) 

“Raising         
Resilient         

 Children” 
 
 

Awards Banquet 
 

Rooms and   
Banquet held at 

Best Western 
Pembroke Inn   
& Conference 

Centre 

Networking  
Reception 
       
 
Workshops        
 
 
Keynote  
Speaker:  
Genevieve  
Gallant  
Development  
and Peace 
“Helping the  
World’s Poor” 
 
 
Special Guest:    
Liz Sandals,     
Minister of   
Education 
(TBC) 
 



 

 

PO Box 72 
Petawawa, ON 

K8H 2X1 
         Phone: 877-828-2081 

 

  
 
 

The Board of Directors 
of the OAPCE 

wish you a most blessed 
Christmas Season 

Our New Address 
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