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The family, which experiences the joy of faith, communicates it
naturally. That family is the salt of the earth and the light of the world;
it is the leaven of society. Pope Francis, October 27, 2013.
Dear Friends in Catholic Education –
It is hard to believe it was over four
months ago that our delegates gathered
for the OAPCE 76th Conference and
Annual General Meeting in Pembroke,
Ontario! Today, we are preparing for
the 2015-2016 school year, that famous
time of the year “Back to School”!
The Canadian retail industry reports
that the “Back to School” time of year
generates as much sales as does the
Christmas season. It is a very busy time
of the year!
September 2015 is also important for
families from all over the world, as
they will be arriving in Philadelphia for
the “World Meeting of Families” and
our Holy Father’s visit to the United
States. www.worldmeeting2015.org

OAPCE is built on the foundation of
the family, church and school. For over
75 plus years, our Association has
worked in conjunction with the family,
church and school in the promotion and
sustainability of our Ontario publicly
funded Catholic education.
We are reaching out again this
September to each Catholic School
Council across Ontario, to ensure they
appoint/elect an OAPCE Liaison
Representative (which is mandated
under Regulation 612 of the Ontario
School Council Regulations). Please
take time to visit our website for more
information on this very important
position within the Ontario Catholic
School Councils.
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Does your local school council have an
OAPCE Liaison Representative? If not,
why not? Why not volunteer today?
Learn more at
http://www.oapce.org/about
Can we reach full complement of
OAPCE Liaison Representatives across
Ontario for the 2015-2016 school year?
Are you ready to help us reach that
goal? The challenge is on to register
your OAPCE Liaison Reps with our
office immediately so we can add them
to our electronic distribution lists!
Continue to be an engaged parent in
Catholic education and continue to
support the OAPCE!
In Catholic Education,
Brian Evoy
OAPCE President
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SOME FUNDRAISING IDEAS FROM
THE 2015 CONFERENCE

A Secret to Successful
School Fundraising
In the business world millions of
dollars are spent each year by
companies trying to better
understand the consumer and what
motivates the consumer to
purchase products or services.
Have you ever wondered what
motivates people to support a
fundraiser? The answers to this
question may make a big difference
in your next school fundraiser.
There have been clinical studies
published in the Journal of
Neuroscience, which confirm that
donations and support of charities
and fundraisers are usually
motivated by the anticipated positive
emotions associated with directly
helping individuals who are in need
of assistance. International aid
organizations helping earthquake or
flood survivors always show images
of people in distress in their appeals
for help because it’s proven we
respond to helping individuals.
It has also been determined that a
key reason people do not support
charities or fundraisers is they

worry money goes to administration
and not to individuals in need.
It’s the same thing with you school
fundraising. If you choose a
fundraising program that’s simple
and easy for students to participate in,
you will do much better than when
fundraising is done only by parent
volunteers. People prefer to
purchase a fundraising product
from your students because this
provides the important emotional
reward and connection of giving
directly to the final beneficiary of
their support.
A problem with many fundraising
programs is they require a lot
selling order taking and
administrative skills beyond the
ability of many young people. This
is why parents are often on the
“front line” of school fundraising.
One way to reduce the “selling” part
of fundraising (and the
administration associated with
order taking fundraising programs),
Continued pg. 3
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…is to search for products or
services that do most of the selling
for you.
If people see you are fundraising
with products or services that don’t
need to be explained and also
present excellent “perceived value”
it simplifies the purchase decision
for them and makes fundraising
easier for you. It also makes
fundraising more accessible for
your students to participate. You
will start to attract people from
outside of your usual “circle of
support” and that means
incremental fundraising revenue
and less volunteer burnout.

For more information on simple,
effective and profitable fundraising,
contact me.
Bill Schwartz
Fundraising Manager
Halenda Fine Foods
915 Nelson St.
Oshawa, ON
L1N 5N7
Phone: 905-576-6328 x 292
http://fundraising.halendas.com/

Looking for a Keynote Speaker
or Workshop Leader?
There are many speakers/workshop leaders to choose
from. But how do you decide which one and how do you
find them?
1. Determine the needs of your audience.
2. Establish the date, time and budget. Your search for a
speaker can be narrowed or broadened based upon your budget.

3. Identify the type of guest speaker who will best match
the needs of your audience.
4. Locate you resources. Personal referrals (people that have heard

Sara Westbrook is a motivational
speaker, singer and songwriter –
creator of UPower Concerts. Sara has
performed her UPower concerts on
Resilience and Respect to over
100,000 students across Ontario.
Through her songs and personal stories
she teaches youth to think and act
beyond their feelings. Sara wants
young people to know that they are not
alone and that it is possible to bounce
back from challenging times, as long as
they have a set of life skills in their back
pocket.
--------------------------------------------Kate Jones specializes
in temperament, and
co-authored an
assessment tool and
training guide based
on temperament. For
over a decade Kate has
led numerous
workshops in many schools and
educational conferences.Skills4People.com
-------------------------------------------------

the speaker before and thought they were great). School Board employees
that work in the area that you want to hear about. Speakers Bureaus.

5. Review your options and interview your speaker
candidates.
6. Select your Speaker.
7. Get it in writing.
8. Work with your guest speaker. Give the speaker a clear
outline of what you want.
9. Set the stage. Room set up. Your speaker should be able to give
you a good introduction of themselves and their topic.

10. Evaluate the results.
Here are some of the speakers from the 2015 Conference.
See Right >

Teresa Hartnett is the Director of
Family Ministry for the Diocese of
Hamilton. She has a Masters Degree in
Religious Education and is certified in a
variety of family and marriage
programs. Her experience with
numerous agencies and committees
gives her extensive knowledge in faith,
school, family, communication and
parenting issues.
hamiltondiocese.com/offices/familyministry/parent-family/workshops.php
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At the last Board of Directors’ Meeting in July, we were pleased to welcome Michelle Dittmer,
Director of Educational Partnerships, Youth and Educational Programming from Free the
Children/Me to We as a guest speaker. She spoke about We Day, that it is not their focus but a way
to celebrate the past year’s activities and re-inspire next year’s. She also spoke about our youth being
Agents of Change – which leads to academic achievement, civic engagement and professional
development (workplace readiness).
She introduced the program We Act, that is available for all schools to use, to help educators help
their students with their social justice initiatives. Below is some information about this wonderful
program. For more information please go to http://www.weday.com/we-act/we-act-program/#1

Looking for a handout about OAPCE to give to your School Council or Parent Involvement Committee? Please copy and give
out to all. For other formats, visit our webpage – www.oapce.org.

Who are we?
• We are the voice of parents and guardians whose children are enrolled in the Publicly Funded Catholic System of
Education in the Province of Ontario since 1939.
Who is the OAPCE Board of Directors?
• Our OAPCE Board of Director members represent 24 different regions across Ontario
What are benefits of being a member of OAPCE?
• One of our main goals is to help the parent community be an “Engaged Parent Community”
How are we different from other Catholic parent groups such as CPIC?
• OAPCE is a Provincial Not-For Profit Organization that is strictly comprised of volunteer parents (with children
currently enrolled in the system) and the only Catholic parent Organization recognized by the Ministry Of Education
and Institute for Catholic Education.
• CPICs instead are regulated under the Education Act and are required by the Ministry Of Education to have
administrative representation as part of their committee and operate at the Regional School Board level.
How can you find us?
• Website - www.oapce.org - constantly updated and changed to reflect the dynamics of education in Ontario.
• On Facebook and Twitter - https://www.facebook.com/#!/oapce2013
• Our Head Office Phone: 1-877-828-2081
• Email us at: oapce@oapce.on.ca
What do we do?
• We have representatives on many Ministry of Education’s initiatives and working tables such as Curriculum Review,
Student Achievement Division and Healthy Schools.
• OAPCE is an active member of the Minister’s Partnership Table, of the EQAO’s Assessment Review Committee,
plus an active member within the College of Teachers for Ontario initiatives.
• We are an equal partner on the Institute of Catholic Education (ICE) Board of Directors, Curriculum Review and
Symposium Planning Committees.
• Our Catholic education partners include; Teachers (OECTA), Principals (CPCO), Trustees (OCSTA), Bishops
(ACBO) etc.
• We work with Free the Children to spread the good news for opportunities to work with various social justice
initiatives.
• We provide a parent perspective to the provincial media including the Catholic Register and Salt and Light TV.
• We invite parents in Catholic education all across Ontario to participate in our annual conference which consists of
keynote speakers, celebrations of our faith and workshops related to parenting, navigating and enhancing our
education system and supporting student achievement in Ontario.
• Each member of our Board of Directors is actively involved in Parent Engagement in his or her region.
• The Board of Directors accomplishes all work in their volunteer hours.
What is to come?

MAY 6 & 7, 2016
OAPCE’s 77 Annual Conference and AGM
th

Co-Hosted by OAPCE Toronto and Toronto CDSB

75+ years of supporting the pillars of Catholic education in Ontario
Donations are graciously accepted and appreciated! Tax receipts issued under charitable # 889430427RR0001
To receive updated information via E-Blast, please join our distribution list at www.oapce.org
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Prayer for the School Year
God of Wisdom and might,
we praise you for the wonder of our being,
for mind, body and spirit.
Be with our children as they begin
a new school year.
Bless them and their teachers and staff.
Give them strength and grace as their bodies grow;
wisdom and knowledge to their minds
as they search for understanding;
and peace and zeal to their hearts.
We ask this through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
Taken from thecatholiccatologue.com. If you would like to share prayers that your school prays regularly,
please send to oapce@oapce.on.ca

OAPCE
PO Box 72
Petawawa, ON, K8H 2X1
Phone: (toll free) 1-877-828-2081
Email: oapce@oapce.on.ca
Website: www.oapce.org
We are the voice of parents and guardians of children
enrolled in the Publicly Funded English Catholic System of Education
in the Province of Ontario.

