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Catholic Education Symposium 2017 
ICE (Institute of Catholic Education)  

 is in the planning stages of this event for  
14-15 November 2017.  

Stay tuned for more information in the next few months. 

Calendar of 
Educational Partner 
Meetings/Events 

  Mar 13-17 OECTA Conference 
(Dinner – 12) 

Apr  6 
 

Ontario Catholic 
Supervisory Officers’ 
Association Dinner 

Apr 28 

May 6 DRAPCE 
Symposium 

 
Struggling with Homework? 

Find out more about Homework Help on their website  
at https://homeworkhelp.ilc.org 

 

OAPCE Joins with Regional 
Councils to Present  

Their Symposia 
May 3 - OAPCE Toronto - Walking 
Forward Together in Catholic Education 
Week  There will be prayer service as well as the 

opportunity for parents to "Walk Forward Together" in a 
"walking gallery' of all the different departments of the 

TCDSB as well as other community services that help support Catholic 
Education including ShareLife, the Archdiocese of Toronto, OCSTA as 
well as many others. More information on www.oapcetoronto.ca 
 
May 4– PVNC – Science Night with Rocket 
Scientist Natalie Panek More information on 
www.pvnccdsb.on.ca 
 

           May 6 - DRAPCE (Dufferin Peel OAPCE)  –     
               Parents Helping Parents Come out for the     
                    Networking Breakfast, Keynote speaker and workshops,  
                    featuring Teresa Hartnett, Kate Jones,  and others. More  
                    information on www.drapce.com 

Apr 21 Catholic Principals’ 
Council of Ontario 
Dinner 

Ontario Federation 
of Home and School 
Associations Dinner 

May 3 Toronto OAPCE 
Symposium 

OAPCE BOD 
Meeting (Minister of 
Education attending) 

May 5 -6 
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SAVE THE DATE! 
 

THE ONTARIO ASSOCIATION OF PARENTS  
IN CATHOLIC EDUCATION                                                             

PRESENTS 
 
 

78TH ANNUAL CONFERENCE, 

AGM AND GALA DINNER 

“Mental Wellness: Developing 
Your God-Given Potential” 

 

OCTOBER 27th & 28th, 2017 
Keynote Speaker: Sara Westbrook 

 
Presenters Include: Paul Davis, Teresa Hartnett,  

Ministry of Education and more… 

Proudly hosted by  
York Catholic District School Board 
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 Middle Years Parent & Caregiver Experience Survey 
The Ministry of Children and Youth Services is 
leading the development of an Ontario Middle Years 
strategy, which will bridge existing policy and 
development frameworks for the early years and 
youth. It will help to support the wellbeing and 
positive development of all of Ontario’s children in 
the middle years, with a particular focus on the most 
vulnerable children and families. 

Understanding the experiences of parents and 
caregivers is important to them. As part of their 
efforts to engage parents and caregivers supporting 
middle years children age 6-12, they have developed 
a short survey. 

The survey is anonymous and will only be used to 
support the development of an Ontario Middle Years 
Strategy. 

Survey can be found at the link below. 

https://interceptum.com/si/en/3624579 

Catholic Education Week 
April 30-May 5, 2017 

This year’s theme is “Walking Forward Together”. The 
Ontario resource package has recently been sent out to 
provide optimal planning time for educators.  

The week is an opportunity to celebrate the many 
accomplishments of Catholic education – and to deepen 
the relationship with Catholic educational partners. 

Find out more about the resource package and how 
educators can build on the themes and plan 
accordingly.  

As parents we can also participate in this 
celebration by volunteering to help with 
planning, preparation or during the week 
in the activities. 

Resource package can be found at 
www.ccsta.ca 
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New name for Our 
Facebook Page 

 

Do you follow our Facebook 
Page? If you do, you’ll notice a 
name change. We changed it to 
make it easier to find. So if you’re 
looking for information or news 
from the Catholic Education 
System visit OAPCE – Ontario 
Association of Parents in Catholic 
Education.  

A Visit with the Ontario Catholic  
School Trustees Association 

 

L to R: President Pat Daly, VP Beverley Eckensweiler, (Maurizio 
Ruberto and Annalisa Crudo-Perri) & Executive Director Nick Milanetti. 
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Empowering 
Children Through 
Music Education 

 

Music has a powerful effect on humans with several 
studies indicating that it alters physiological and physical 
changes in the body. It has been known to promote 
dopamine secretion (neurotransmitters), improve muscle 
and cardiovascular functioning, control emotions and 
induce pleasure. Music is also used as a therapy tool to 
address various issues such as cognitive learning, mental 
or psychological issues. 

Whether listening, playing or learning music, there is no 
doubt that there are many advantages of music in the 
lives of people especially children and infants. One 
example that highlights the benefits of music is learning 
to play guitar. When children take up the instrument in 
their hands, they immediately learn to hold the guitar 
properly and balance it on their laps. Playing with the 
instrument while standing involves some movement 
whether it is tapping the feet or swaying to the melody. 
Guitar playing benefits the brain, improves memory 
recall, enhances creativity and promotes positive moods. 
It also develops social skills and encourages group work 
& cooperation. If you are planning on signing up your 
kids for music lessons, find out what to look for 
when buying your kid’s first guitar. 

Submitted by: Jessica Walter 

  Want to recognize a Teacher that does great work in your school?    
 The OTIP Teaching Awards recognize these teachers. 

Anyone can nominate a teacher in Ontario’s publicly 
funded schools, including public, Catholic, and 
francophone school boards.  

You can nominate a teacher in one of three categories: 
elementary, secondary, or a beginning teacher in the 
first five years of teaching. 

Winning teachers are hosted at a fall awards ceremony 
in Toronto where they are presented with a personal 
award of $1000 and a Certificate of Recognition. Their 
schools are recognized as well with a $1000 prize and 
a Certificate of Recognition. 

Deadline for submitting nominations is March 31 at 
http://en.teachingawards.ca/ 

Teachers light sparks in students, inspire 
their colleagues and hearten parents. 
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Ontario’s Publicly Funded 
Catholic Schools 

 

Bridges' new online course, "Using Assistive 
Technology to Support Reading & Writing", gives 
parents of children using assistive technology the 
knowledge and strategies they need to help their 
children with reading and writing - right away! 
 
Made from the ground up by Bridges experts, 
educATe Family offers a series of short video 
lessons across 2 Modules, or topics; Reading and 
Writing. These videos can be accessed online 
whenever parents want, wherever they want for 
convenient, at-your-own-pace learning.  
 
For more information visit:  www.bridges-
canada.com 

Using Assistive Technology to 
Support Reading and Writing 

 

To	assist	you	in	the	important	role	that	parents	play	
as	Catholic	education	supporters	and	advocates,	the	
following	resource	is	provided.	Produced	by	the	
Ontario	Catholic	School	Trustee’s	Association	
(OCSTA),	this	document	is	designed	to	provide	you	
with	a	communication	tool/resource	offering	key	
facts	about	Catholic	education	including	the	history,	
system	attributes	and	especially	facts	around	costs	
and	funding	that	together	serve	to	promote	the	
system	to	our	key	audiences	and	address	
misinformation	being	shared	by	opponents	of	
Ontario’s	publicly	funded	Catholic	schools. 
	 
Please	use	these	facts	in	your	discussions,	response	
to	misinformation	and	other	opportunities	you	may	
have	to	speak	up	for	Catholic	education. 
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OO 

Minister’s Eighth Annual PIC 
Symposia April 2017 

 
Parents Reaching Out 

(PRO) Grant 
Applications due by 

May 25, 2017  
 

Ontario’s PRO Grants are 
designed to support parents in 
identifying barriers to parent 
engagement in their own 
community and to find local 
solutions to involve more 
parents in support of student 
achievement and well-being. 
 
Grants are available for 
individual school councils, or 
for parent organizations, school 
boards, non-profit 
organizations, and post-
secondary institutions working 
with parents. These grants 
support programs or initiatives 
that help parents participate in 
their children’s education – 
either at home or at school.  
 
For more information visit 
www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/ 
parents/reaching.html 
 
Please note: OAPCE 
Toronto will be hosting a 
PRO Grant Workshop on 
24 April, see 
OAPCEToronto.ca  

The Minister's Eighth Annual PIC Symposium will 
be held in six regions across Ontario, including 

one French language symposium, between 
April 1-29, 2017. These symposia will allow 
parents to discuss the importance of parent 
engagement and to provide opportunities for 

meaningful networking and collaboration. This 
year, 2 members from your PIC, and 5 members 
from your School Councils are invited to attend. 
Invitations have been sent out to your School 
Board, so contact them if you are interested in 

attending. 
 

Which one will you be attending? 
 

London                    1 April 
Toronto                   8 April 
French Language      8 April 
Barrie                    22 April 
Ottawa                  22 April 
Sudbury                29 April 
Thunder Bay          29 April 

OAPCE will be attending all the Symposia, hope to 
see you at our information table! 



 

 

 Parent Partner March 2017 

Earth Day 2017 
Find an Earth Day Event 

Looking for a way to get involved in Earth Month?  
Whether you’re supporting the EarthPLAY for Earth 
Day 2017 campaign by hosting an outdoor play event, 
joining local activists in a March for Science, or hoping 
to take part in a more traditional tree-planting or river 
clean-up, Earth Day Canada’s got you covered! 

Check out their 2017 Events page, where you can 
upload your own event to their public calendar or 
search for one happening near you. They’ve also got 
details on their three Earth Day Canada events taking 
place in Toronto next month: ParkPLAY, StreetPLAY, 
and SchoolPLAY initiatives. 

http://us11.campaign-
archive2.com/?u=d23d3742fd83c71acd5d44170
&id=c9d6a659bc&e=6103d5bc05 

 

OAPCE 
PO Box 72 

Petawawa, ON, K8H 2X1 
 

Phone: (toll free) 877-828-2081 
 

Email: oapce@oapce.on.ca 
Website: www.oapce.org 

 

We are the voice of parents and guardians of children  
enrolled in the Publicly Funded English Catholic System of 

Education in the Province of Ontario. 


