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New Student
Award
OAPCE’s mission of advocacy
for Catholic education finds its
inspiration in all the unnamed
children in publically funded
Catholic Schools. Children are
the very heart and meaning of
the Association’s existence. To
mark the extraordinary Jubilee
of Mercy, the Association
launched this award to
recognize a student in our
schools who is a constant sign
of mercy in every aspect of
life.
Continued pg. 8

“A great conference, thought out in
great detail!”
This is just one of the many positive comments from a
parent participant from this year’s OAPCE Conference.
Parents from across the province gathered in Toronto
this year on May 6 and 7 to network, gather information
on education and parenting, share experiences, and
enjoy good times.
We were pleased to welcome Liz Sandals, Minister of
Education, to the Networking Evening, where she spoke
on Ontario’s publically funded Catholic education
system.
Continues pg. 4

OAPCE has been BUSY
OAPCE’s commitment and dedication to
Catholic Education continues with these meetings
and events attended by the members of the Board
of Directors over the past few months.
See pg. 3
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President’s Message
Last month I had the unique opportunity of speaking at the 2016
Ontario Catholic School Trustees Association (OCSTA) Conference.
This is the first time in a very long time that the OAPCE President
has been invited to speak at one of the Ontario Catholic partners
annual meetings! Thanks is extended to Kathy Burtnik, the Past
President of OCSTA for the warm invitation, but more importantly
her belief in OAPCE and her continued support and assistance.
Through the help of Kathy and OCSTA we achieved in a very short
amount of time a goal that previous OAPCE Boards have only
dreamed about. Our webpage traffic went from 179 prior to
Kathy's letter being issued to every Ontario Catholic School
Board to over 2000 hits a month! And it’s still growing!

Ensure each Catholic School Council has an OAPCE Liaison Representative
OAPCE welcomed new School Boards to our membership and our Board of
Directors is increasing at the July Board of Directors Meeting as well. We are
continuing to work to have full representation of all publicly funded Ontario Catholic
School Boards!
Our OAPCE Liaison Representative numbers really grew across all of Ontario's
Catholic School Boards and we are gathering more and more each day to the point of
where almost every Catholic School Council in every Catholic school in Ontario
has an OAPCE Liaison Representative. Great achievements!! But we must
continue to work over the summer months in preparation for September to ensure
each Catholic School Council has an OAPCE Liaison Representative.

Visionary Belief and Direction for this Association
Attached is a link to my Annual Report to the membership at
the 2016 OACPE Annual General Meeting that was held in
May! I encourage you to read it and learn more about the
great things happening!
Also attached is the Vice-President's Report to the
membership and I want to thank Heather Pyke for her
continued dedication and visionary belief and direction for
this Association. It has been a pleasure and a great learning
experience to work with Heather over the past two years!
Continued pg. 6
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Busy, Busy…
Our President, Brian Evoy, attended the Premier’s
Highly Skilled Workforce Expert Panel, OCSOA’s
Dinner, the Summit on Talent and Skills in the New
Economy, CCC’s Dinner, the LGBTQ Joint Project
Focus Group, OCSBOA’s Dinner, the Meeting with
OECTA Executive, OCSTA Dinner and
Conference, the Cardinal’s Dinner and several
more.

Our Directors go across the Province
OAPCE Directors attended and presented information at
our table at the PIC Symposiums in Ottawa, Barrie,
Toronto, London and Sudbury.
They attend Ministry of Education
Committee meetings including the Student
Achievement Division Working Table, EQAO, H&PE
Curriculum Consultation, Education Funding
Consultation and others.
Other meetings, presentations and conferences include: ICE
Board of Directors, St. Michael’s College Presentation,
CEFO meetings, ACBO Religious Education Program
Launch, When Faith Meets Pedagogy
Conference, People for Education
Conference, Cardinal Turkson/Cardinal Collins
Presentation, and WE Day.

And Let’s Not Forget the Conference
We travel to you, in different parts of the province, to
organize our Conference. This gives parents in that area
the opportunity to attend when they might not get the
chance anywhere else.
We hope you will join us next year in Kingston!
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Conference Continued…
Parents from across the Province
Parents were able to meet new friends from
other regions in the province and realize the
similarities despite living in a different part of
the province.
We had participants representing all the regions
in Ontario, coming from as far as Thunder Bay
and Windsor, and as close as Hamilton and
Barrie.
Workshops during the day on Saturday, May 7,
included topics such as: 3 Habits of Resilient
Families, Inclusive Schools, Social Networking
Safety, Wasting Time with Your Children-Not
Wasted at All, and more.

“The vendor fair was a great
opportunity to gather
information to take back to our
schools”

“What an excellent speaker – I could have listened to
her for hours”

The Vendor Mall had many interesting tables
including vendors Blue Imp Playground Equipment,
Steeped Tea, World Finest Chocolate, and
information tables from Me to We, Ombudsman,
School Heroes Unite, and many more.

Student Performances
We were entertained throughout the day with
Student Performances, including the Madonna
CHS Band.
Students also volunteered, with directions and
various other jobs around the school.
“Students at Madonna were very helpful, professional
and you could really sense the school spirit.”
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“The organizers of the event went above and beyond
to make this conference memorable”
We were pleased to hear from Garfield Dunlop, representing Patrick
Brown, Leader of the Ontario PC Party, and their assurances that they
will continue to support Catholic Education. Many education Partners
were also present to show their support, including OCSTA, CPCO,
OECTA, OCSOA ICE and CEFO (Catholic Education Foundation of
Ontario) who are celebrating their 40th Anniversary!
The Gala Awards Dinner continued the fun in the evening including good food,
another chance to chat with other parents and, of course, the deserving recipients of
the OAPCE Annual Awards (see pg.7) were presented their awards.
From the OAPCE Board of Directors, our Education Partners, Workshop Presenters,
Vendors and the Parent Participants – a huge thank you to OAPCE Toronto and the
Toronto Catholic District School Board for hosting this year’s conference.

Presentation to the Cardinal
Cardinal Collins was presented with this painting in
recognition of his OAPCE Life Membership and his
many years dedicated to Catholic Education. The
painting titled “The Red Madonna: From Freedom
to Glorify” was painted by artist and Principal with
the Toronto Catholic District School Board, Nick
Biagini. Mr. Biagini was inspired by the Madonna
as the conference was held at Madonna Catholic
High School.
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President’s Message continued…
Your Board of Directors is committed to building upon the solid
foundation of partnership that exists between OAPCE and all of the
Catholic education partners; but also with the Ministry of Education
and indeed the Minister's Office. I encourage you to view the
videos on our website from the Premier and the Minister of
Education and hear their commitment to OAPCE and Ontario
publicly funded Catholic education.
Finally, OAPCE has reached a point in history where like so many
times within our history and like so many other associations we must
lift open the lids of the box and look outward. We must challenge
ourselves, look beyond and determine our vision over the next 5 to
10 years. We must look at our sustainability and transparency to our
School Boards, education partners, and to you, our parents.

A New Dynamic Strategic Plan to take OAPCE into the Future
Your Board of Directors has done this over two weekends this past spring working
on a new and dynamic Strategic Plan to take OAPCE into the future. This Association
over the years, has stopped and reflected on its journey in parent involvement, and
today they are doing that again.
I am confident that come September you will be hearing and seeing the results of that
strategic planning as the Board of Directors rolls it out across Ontario. They will be
reporting to you, the members, at the 78th Conference and Annual General Meeting
next year reflecting the 78 years of history in Catholic education!

Look Beyond and Determine Our Vision
May God bless each of you, and may the light of
Mary who influenced our founders so profoundly,
guide and protect all those who work, volunteer and
participate in Ontario's Catholic Schools! Home,
School and Parish is indeed the foundation of
OAPCE for over 77 years!
Yours in Catholic Education
Brian Evoy
6

OAPCE PARENT PARTNER

JUNE 2016

OAPCE Volunteer Awards
Volunteer Parent of the Year Award
This award is presented annually to a parent volunteer that goes above
and beyond to support their child's school and/or school board and
supports the aims and goals of OAPCE, demonstrated through at least
two years of personal service.
This year’s recipient is Clara Steele from Sudbury CDSB.

Father Mazerolle Award
This award is presented annually to a religious or layperson that
supports the aims and goals of OAPCE and has substantially contributed
to the Catholic School System in the community and to the Association
in particular, through at least two years of service.
This year’s recipient is Dr. Ashleigh Molloy.

Glorya Nanne Award
This award is presented annually to a person who supports the
aims and goals of OAPCE, and has substantially contributed in
fostering a better understanding of Catholic Education in
Ontario though the use of various forms of media.
This year’s recipient is Gaile Merritt-Murrell from Halton CDSB.

Monseigneur Harrigan Award
This award is presented annually to a Priest, Bishop, Deacon,
or School Chaplain who supports the aims and goals of
OAPCE, and has substantially contributed to the Catholic
School System in the community and to the Association in
particular, through at least two years of personal service.
This year’s recipient is Fr. Robert Hetu.

Special Presentations
Special Presentations were made to Theresa
Harris (OCSOA) and Kathy Burtnik (OCSTA)
for their long-standing support of OAPCE and
Catholic Education.
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OAPCE Volunteer Awards Continued…
Honorary Lifetime Membership
The Association may award an Honorary Lifetime Membership to persons who support the aims
and goals of OAPCE and who have contributed in a substantial way, through their expertise,
time and effort, over a period of years, to the Association.
This year’s recipients are Josh Duijvestein, Cardinal Collins,
Aimee Gerdevich and Angela Gauthier.

Face of Mercy Student Award
This award is presented to a well-rounded student whose very being exhibits inner joy
as he/she reaches out to those on the peripheries, welcomes the excluded and proffers
gestures of tenderness to those in need in a quiet and unobtrusive way. Such a student
may be a scholar, a shy or a popular student who loves the truth and people. What will
shine through his/her character is the exemplary virtue of ongoing and patient
compassion, which is also expressed in commitment to at least two social justice
initiatives focusing on helping the marginalized.

Marc Kielburger, Free the Children CoFounder, presented this year’s award to
Emmanouel Yaqo from
Hamilton-Wentworth CDSB.
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New Resource from OECTA
ENCOURAGING MATH LEARNING AT
HOME: A GUIDE FOR PARENTS
This resource will suggest opportunities for
parents to contribute meaningfully to their
child’s learning. To see a copy, click on picture
of booklet, or visit our website at oapce.org.

Next newsletter – August 2016
OAPCE Re-Branding
New Strategic Plan
Back to School
OAPCE Liaison
Rep Recruitment

Have a Safe and
Happy Summer !
OAPCE
PO Box 72
Petawawa, ON, K8H 2X1
Phone: (toll free) 877-828-2081
Email: oapce@oapce.on.ca
Website: www.oapce.org

