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Conference 2015
A standing ovation and teary
eyes said it all at the
76th Annual OAPCE
Conference and AGM in
Pembroke on Saturday May 30.
As confirmed by the positive
feedback, it was a very
successful event. Attendees
commented: “We	
  liked	
  the	
  
workshops,	
  we	
  enjoyed	
  the	
  food,	
  
the	
  vendors	
  were	
  well	
  chosen	
  
and	
  the	
  hotel	
  was	
  very	
  good,"	
  
and	
  "The	
  keynote	
  speakers	
  and	
  
the	
  workshops	
  suited	
  the	
  theme	
  
of	
  the	
  day	
  well."
Continued pg. 3

Getting together with parents
from across the province at the
Networking Reception

Ontario Catholic
Graduate Expectations
As our graduates get ready to go on to new experiences
we pray:
God of faithfulness we come to you at the end of our
High School days and find ourselves needing to begin
again on new projects and new ideas. We are in need of
energy and new hope. Give us the insight to
recognize the ever-present possibility for change
and conversion and growth. Amen.
Continued Pg.5

Calendar of Educational Partner Meetings/Events
Canadian
Catholic
Women’s
League
Conference
July 4-8

Ontario Catholic
School Business
Officials’
Association Dinner
October 1

Catholic
Education
Foundation of
Ontario Dinner
October 24
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Our Catholic
Education Partners
Kathy Burtnik, OCSTA’s President
Kathy Burtnik joined us at the April 2015
Board of Directors meeting. A very personable,
fun person, she talked about OCSTA and the
role that parents have in the education of their
children. She thanked all parents for the time
and effort that we put into our children’s school
life, and urged us not to forget Catholic
education after our kids are out of school – to
maintain the legacy. “What we do may never
bring us thanks, but does not go unnoticed.”

OCSTA’s Mandate
For more than 80 years, the Ontario Catholic
School Trustees’ Association (OCSTA) has
safeguarded and promoted the interests of
Catholic education in Ontario. They are the
central source of information about
government funding and initiatives affecting
Catholic education.

Catholic Education Week
She also spoke about Catholic Education Week
in which OCSTA is responsible for the
development, coordination of resource and
communications material, and the promotional
campaign. She says it is a very important time for one week every year all schools are on the
same page. This year the Student Trustees have
added a social justice component to the same
day Mass during this week.
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Kevin Kobus
OCSTA Executive Director
Honoured June 6th at His
Retirement Celebration
His career in education spans more
than three decades
He started his career as a teacher with the
Renfrew Country Separate School Board and
later moved to Toronto to teach with the
Toronto Catholic District School Board in
1972. Kevin eventually took on a variety of
positions with the Board including: Supervisor
of Teacher Personnel, Special Assistant to the
Director of Education, Superintendent of
Education responsible for schools and as a
Superintendent of Employee Relations.

Assistant Deputy Minister of Education in 2003
After leaving the Board in 1997, he assumed a one-year position as a Senior Policy
Advisor with the Education Improvement Commission before moving on to become
Director of Education with the Simcoe-Muskoka Catholic District School Board. He
was appointed Assistant Deputy Minister of Education in 2003 and returned to his roots
in July 2005 as Director of Education for the Toronto Catholic District School Board.
OAPCE was pleased and honoured to be included
in the retirement celebration for Kevin. Kevin is a
strong advocate for Catholic Education and is a
great friend to OAPCE. Kevin has dedicated the
past 35 years in his career to Catholic Education
and his contributions and impact on individuals
and on Catholic education will be felt and
remembered for many, many years.
OAPCE thanks Kevin for his support, his guidance
and for working so hard for our children throughout
the years.
God Bless !
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RCCDSB co-hosts successful Conference
Of more than 100 participants in attendance,
approximately half were local residents, with
the remainder coming from as far away as
Thunder Bay and other areas such as Niagara,
Sudbury, Kingston and Ottawa.

Later in the day, a kindergarten class from St.
Francis of Assisi in Petawawa sang during the
Mass. “They were so good… When they all
recited The Lord’s Prayer, there were tears in
the eyes of many,” said one of the participants.

In addition to dignitaries and special guests who
were in attendance, video greetings were
received from the Honourable Liz Sandals,
Minister of Education, and Marc Kielburger,
co-founder of both Free the Children and
Me to We.

In keeping with the conference theme, “Poor
No More,” two grade 11 students from Bishop
Smith Catholic High School spoke at the Gala
Dinner about the annual Dominican Republic
Experience to help children and families living
in poverty. They received a standing ovation for
their presentation.

Twenty-four vendors were also on hand offering
information or showcasing opportunities and
ideas to enhance school fundraising efforts.

Excerpts taken from Pembroke Observer article by Michelle
Arbour, RCCDSB Director of Education

Bob Michaud,
RCCDSB Chair’s Comments
At the evening Gala Awards Dinner, Bob Michaud,
RCCDSB Chair said,
“I think that perhaps the greatest gift that we can give
our students, as educators and as parents, is a concern
for others and a commitment to improving the world
around them, as they become responsible citizens of
our communities.
And so, I thank all of you who participated in this
conference today for your valuable input into our
Catholic education system. With your ideas and your
support, you can only make us stronger and wiser.”
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OAPCE Volunteer Awards
Volunteer Parent of the Year Award
This  award  is  presented  annually  to  a  parent  volunteer  that  
goes  above  and  beyond  to  support  their  child'ʹs  school  and/or  
school  board  and  supports  the  aims  and  goals  of  OAPCE,  
demonstrated  through  at  least  two  years  of  personal  service.  
This year’s recipient is Allison Catalano from Sudbury CDSB.

Father Mazerolle Award
This  award  is  presented  annually  to  a  religious  or  layperson  
that  supports  the  aims  and  goals  of  OAPCE  and  has  
substantially  contributed  to  the  Catholic  School  System  in  the  
community  and  to  the  Association  in  particular,  through  at  
least  two  years  of  service.  
This year’s recipient is Alice Anne LeMay from Halton CDSB.

Glorya Nanne Award
This  award  is  presented  annually  to  a  person  who  supports  the  
aims  and  goals  of  OAPCE,  and  has  substantially  contributed  in  
fostering  a  better  understanding  of  Catholic  Education  in  
Ontario  though  the  use  of  various  forms  of  media.  
This year’s recipient is Theresa Pastore from Toronto CDSB.  

Honorary Lifetime Membership
The  Association  may  award  an  Honorary  Lifetime  Membership  to  
persons  who  support  the  aims  and  goals  of  OAPCE  and  who  have  
contributed  in  a  substantial  way,  through  their  expertise,  time  and  
effort,  over  a  period  of  years,  to  the  Association.  
This year’s recipient is Margie Grier from Halton CDSB.
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Catholic Graduate Expectations continued…
Do you know what your Graduate has
been learning in their Catholic School?

Graduates report that they volunteer, make
charitable donations, vote according to
their values, and choose a career that is
influenced by their personal
interest/passion as opposed to salary.
Graduates also wrote that Catholic
education was important because it
incorporated beliefs, values, morals, ethics
and guiding life principles that have helped
to shape who they are; gave them a sense
of community in which they could
participate in social activities, build
relationships and connect with members of
the school community; provided an
inclusive environment where they could
openly and freely practice their faith;
helped them to develop their faith; and
provided them with insight and inspiration
to guide their decisions. Catholic
education, they wrote, taught them the
importance of social justice, altruism, and
helping others.

From the time your child started their first
day of school, our Catholic education
system has been teaching, showing
examples and helping the student learn to
become a person who is:
•

•

•

•

•

•

•

A discerning believer formed in the
Catholic Faith community who celebrates
the signs and sacred mystery of God's
presence through word, sacrament, prayer,
forgiveness, reflection and moral living.
An effective communicator, who speaks,
writes and listens honestly and sensitively,
responding critically in light of gospel
values.
A reflective, creative and holistic
thinker who solves problems and makes
responsible decisions with an informed
moral conscience for the common good.
A self-directed, responsible, lifelong
learner who develops and demonstrates
their God-given potential.
A collaborative contributor who finds
meaning, dignity and vocation in work,
which respects the rights of all and
contributes to the common good.
A caring family member who attends to
family, school, parish, and the wider
community.
A responsible citizen who gives witness to
Catholic social teaching by promoting
peace, justice and the sacredness of human
life.

This image of the learner was developed by the Institute
for Catholic Education in consultation with
representatives of the Catholic community across
Ontario. The life roles, knowledge, skills and attitudes
outlined in this document describe the distinctive
expectations that the Catholic community has for
graduates of Catholic secondary schools. These
expectations are based on research, which identified
current and future educational goals and priorities
across the province and enhance the expectations of the
Ontario Ministry of Education and Training as
outlined in provincial curriculum documents.
For more information, visit the Institute of Catholic
Education website – www.iceont.ca
Prayer adapted from PVNCCDSB website: Catholic

What does this mean to the student as a
whole?

Graduate Expectations, 7 Prayers.
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Have a Safe and
Happy Summer !
Next newsletter –
August 2015

OAPCE

PO Box 72
Petawawa, ON, K8H 2X1
Phone: (toll free) 877-828-2081
Email: oapce@oapce.on.ca
Website: www.oapce.org
We are the voice of parents and guardians of children
enrolled in the Publicly Funded English Catholic System of
Education in the Province of Ontario.

