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Ontario Association of Parents in Catholic Education Newsletter 

PIC and School Council Handbooks 

Do you have one of these handbooks from the Ministry of 
Education? A great resource for parents. www.edu.gov.on.ca 

Calendar of 
Educational Partner 
Meetings/Events 

 Apr 9 PIC Symposiums – 
Ottawa and Barrie 

         Apr 13 Catholic Education 
Foundation of Ontario 
Meeting 

Apr 14 
 

Ontario Catholic 
Supervisory Officers’ 
Association Dinner 

Apr 15 

PIC Symposiums-
London and Toronto 

May 6&7 OAPCE Conference, 
AGM and Gala Dinner 

What is the Ontario College of Teachers? 
Find out more about OCT on our website (under Partners)  

or visit their website at www.oct.ca 
 
  

Bring in Your Batteries  
And We All Win !! 

Every year OAPCE supports and promotes a Social Justice 
initiative during our Conference. This year we will team up 
with Free the Children, one of our Sponsors, and Teck's 
Zinc & Health Initiative, to raise awareness about the 
devastating effects of zinc deficiency by asking parents, 
educators and youth to collect used batteries. Find more 
information about the used battery drive in the 
FAQ section of the Zinc & Health website. 
http://www.teck.com/responsibility/our-sustainability-
strategy/community/zinc-and-health/ 
 
We ask for all those attending the Conference to bring in your 
used Batteries! The five parents who bring in the most 
used batteries will WIN FREE REGISTRATION to next year's 
Conference in Kingston!  
 
But we all win - by participating in this worthwhile  
cause. Bring your used batteries to Madonna  
Secondary School on Saturday of the Conference and  
hand them in to the School's Social Justice Committee  
who have already started with their campaign!  

May 14 PIC Symposiums-
Thunder Bay and 
Sudbury 

Student Achievement 
Division Working Table 

June 3 

Ontario Federation of 
Home and School 
Associations Dinner 

Apr 16 

Catholic Principals’ 
Council of Ontario 
Dinner 

Apr 22 

Ontario Catholic School 
Trustees Association 
Dinner 

Apr 29 
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Many Gifts, One Voice: Living 
Our Virtues in a Virtual World 

 Planning	to	join	parents	in	Catholic	Education	from	across	
Ontario	for	our	Annual	Conference,	AGM	and	Gala	Awards	
Dinner	on	May	6	&	7	in	Toronto?	
Let	us	conclude	the	2016	Catholic	Education	Week	by	all	coming	
together	as	a	provincial	parent	family	in	Catholic	education.	Join	
the	engaged	parents	and	demonstrate	to	the	supporters	of	the	
publicly	funded	Catholic	education	system	that	we	are	involved,	
and	solely	committed	to	the	system	that	has	enriched	the	
history	of	Ontario	for	over	180	years.	Hope	to	see	you	there!	
	
May	6					Networking	Reception	(Hotel)	7-10pm	
May	7					Conference		(School)	8am-3pm	
May	7					Mass	led	by	Cardinal	Collins		(Hotel)	5:30pm	
May	7					Gala	Awards	Dinner		(Hotel)	7pm	
(Hotel	–	Montecassino	Hotel	and	Event	Venue	
School	–	Madonna	Catholic	Secondary	School)	
	
Keynote	Speaker	–	Michael	Redfearn	
Workshops,	Vendor	Mall,	Awards	presented,	
and	much	more…	
www.oapce.org	for	more	information	and	to	register 

Exceptional Contribution 
to Catholic Education 

This June, Kevin Kobus, past Executive Director of 
OCSTA will be recognized by the Canadian Catholic 
School Trustees Association for his exceptional 
contribution to Catholic education in Canada with the 
prestigious 2016 Higgins Award. 

“In the history of Catholic education, there is a select 
group of servant leaders who have dedicated a lifetime 
to making an impact at the provincial, national and 
local levels for the benefit of Catholic schools and Kevin 
Kobus is most certainly one of that group,” explained 
Kathy Burtnik, President of the OCSTA. 

Mr. Kobus will accept the award before his peers at the 
CCSTA’s AGM in Yellowknife. OAPCE sends 
congratulations to Mr. Kobus for receiving this award. 
For more information visit www.ccsta.ca  

“His wisdom is borne of  
faith and experience.” 
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The Jubilee Year of Mercy - Logo 

 

1

The logo and the motto together provide a fitting 
summary of what the Jubilee Year is all about. The 
motto Merciful Like the Father (taken from the 
Gospel of Luke, 6:36) serves as an invitation to 
follow the merciful example of the Father who 
asks us not to judge or condemn but to forgive 
and to give love and forgiveness without measure 
(cfr. Lk 6:37-38). The logo represents an image 
quite important to the early Church: that of the 
Son having taken upon his shoulders the lost soul 
demonstrating that it is the love of Christ that 
brings to completion the mystery of his 
incarnation culminating in redemption. The logo 
has been designed in such a way so as to express 
the profound way in which the Good Shepherd 
touches the flesh of humanity and does so with a 
love with the power to change one’s life. One 
particular feature worthy of note is that while the 
Good Shepherd, in his great mercy, takes 
humanity upon himself, his eyes are merged with 
those of man. Christ sees with the eyes of Adam, 
and Adam with the eyes of Christ. Every person 
discovers in Christ, the new Adam, one’s own 
humanity and the future that lies ahead, 
contemplating, in his gaze, the love of the Father. 
 The scene is captured within the so-
called mandorla (the shape of an almond), a figure 
quite important in early and medieval 
iconography, for it calls to mind the two natures of 
Christ, divine and human. The three concentric 
ovals, with colors progressively lighter as we 
move outward, suggest the movement of Christ 
who carries humanity out of the night of sin and 
death. Conversely, the depth of the darker color 
suggests the impenetrability of the love of the 
Father who forgives all.  
 
 
 
 
Info taken from: www.im.va   
Videos can be found on: 
www.looktohimandberadiant.blogspot.ca 
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Building Futures: Resources for 
Teacher Candidates 

“To embed principles of parent engagement and its critical 
connection to student achievement.” 
These Resources are included in the curriculum for all new 
Teacher Candidates – 
Teachers Engaging and Communicating with Parents 
Building Safe, Inclusive and Accepting Classrooms 
Student Well-Being and Positive Mental Health: Creating 
Supportive Classrooms 
Student Success: A Beginner’s Guide to the Student Success 
Strategy  
Supporting Students with Special Education Needs Helping Kids 
Prepare for their Financial Future 

For more information visit – 
www.mentoringmoments.ning.com/group/buildingfutures 
 
Also see resource for Principals from the Catholic Principals 
Council of Ontario and the Ontario Principals’ Council. The 
purpose of this guide is to assist and support school 
administrators in the implementation of the Ministry of 
Education Parents in Partnership: A Parent Engagement Policy for 
Ontario Schools to improve student achievement and well being. 
www.principals.ca 
 

Catholic Education 
Week May 1-6, 2016 

Catholic Education Week is being celebrated from May 
1 to 6, 2016 with the theme of Opening Doors of 
Mercy. The Ontario resource package has recently been 
sent out to provide optimal planning time for educators.  

The week is an opportunity to celebrate the many 
accomplishments of Catholic education – and to deepen 
the relationship with Catholic educational partners. 

Find out more about the resource package and how 
educators can build on the themes and plan 
accordingly. As parents we can also participate in this 
celebration by volunteering to help with planning, 
preparation or during the week in the activities. 

Resource package can be found at 
www.ccsta.ca 
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Isn’t It About Time we  
Fix Our Schools? 

By Krista Wylie 

1

Our schools are where our children learn, play, 
grow, and build years’ worth of magical 
memories. They are the hubs of our 
communities and the work environment for 
teachers, support staff and many others. It is 
unacceptable when they are not safe and 
welcoming spaces.  

My son, his classmates and their teacher wore 
winter coats at school for more than a week last 
winter because their classroom was only 12 
degrees Celsius. This is just one example of the 
current level of disrepair in some of Ontario’s 
publicly funded schools. As parents, I am sure 
you are well aware of many other issues of 
disrepair in your children’s schools and have 
concerns about how these conditions impact 
student learning.  

Taking Action 

Fix Our Schools is a grassroots, non-partisan, 
parent-led campaign. In April 2014, I started 
meeting with a small group of parents to talk 
about disrepair in Toronto’s publicly funded 
schools. We officially launched the Fix Our 
Schools campaign in October 2014. By May 
2015, we had built a network of close to 1,000 
people across Toronto! 

 After realizing that all 72 of Ontario’s publicly 
funded school boards had a capital repair 
backlog totaling more than $15 billion, we 
committed to growing the campaign across the 
province. We began our provincial outreach this 
past August, and we have grown the campaign 
to over 1,700 people across Ontario. 

   

2

Our Campaign 

Our provincial government must take 
responsibility for the unacceptable level of 
disrepair that has accumulated in Ontario’s 
schools. They must take the lead in finding 
funding solutions to address the $15-billion 
capital repair backlog. The 2015 Auditor-
General’s report confirmed that $1.4 billion per 
year is needed to maintain Ontario schools in a 
state of good repair. However, actual annual 
funding in the last five years has ranged from 
only $150 million to $500 million. This gross 
and chronic underfunding of school 
infrastructure by our provincial government 
means that an unacceptable level of disrepair has 
accumulated in our schools and will continue to 
worsen…unless funding solutions are found.  

The two million children who attend Ontario’s 
publicly funded schools deserve safe, well-
maintained schools that are conducive to 
learning, as do the adults who work in these 
buildings every day. As parents and voters, we 
expect this to happen. The Fix Our Schools 
campaign is building a large, connected network 
of people like you - who share these beliefs and 
want to work together to affect change.  
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Continued from pg. 5 

We write letters, run social media campaigns, and meet regularly 
with politicians and policy advisors of all political stripes and 
from all levels of government. We continue to work on 
expanding our network through community outreach and by 
building relationships with large, organized groups of people 
whose interests align with those of Fix Our Schools, such as 
teachers. 

 

How you can help  

The real power of the Fix Our Schools campaign comes when 
everyone in the Fix Our Schools network takes action and asks 
for the same thing.  

To that end, we urge you to: 

• Subscribe to Fix Our Schools to receive periodic emails with 
information and ideas for action: 
www.fixourschools.ca/joinus/ 

• Like Fix Our Schools on Facebook 
• Follow @Fix_Our_Schools on Twitter 
• Tell your parent network and school councils about Fix Our 

Schools and encourage them to subscribe  
• Contact us at info@fixourschools.ca with examples or photos 

of disrepair in your schools 
 

Thank you for helping Fix Our Schools!  

 

Krista Wylie is              
Co-Founder of the Fix 
Our Schools Campaign 

Fixourschools.ca / 
info@fixourschools.ca 

100th Birthday 
Celebration 

OAPCE would like to 
congratulate the Ontario 
Federation of Home and School 
Association (OFHSA) on their 
100th birthday this year. 

The Ontario Federation of 
Home and School Associations, 
a province-wide network of 
dedicated members, is 
committed to informed and 
proactive involvement in our 
homes, our schools and our 
communities, to obtain "The 
Best for Each Student".  

Membership is open to all 
persons, 18 years of age and 
over, who are interested in the 
welfare of children and youth, 
and who subscribe to the 
purposes, beliefs and objectives 
of OFHSA. 

For more information on 
OFHSA, visit 
www.ofhsa.on.ca. 
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The Ontario English Catholic Teacher’s 
Association (OECTA) has published their 
second edition of “When you Speak for 
Children…” These position papers are meant 
to further OECTA’s mission to strengthen 
Ontario’s publicly funded education system 
and enhance the common good. 

The recommendations included are: 

• Invest in universal, accessible, 
regulated, publicly funded, not-for-
profit child care spaces in Ontario 

• Eliminate Kindergarten-grade 1 
combined classes 

• Ensure there is a certified teacher 
and an early childhood educator in all 
Kindergarten classrooms at all times 
during the instructional period 

• Continue full funding of publicly 
funded Catholic schools in Ontario 

• Adopt a random sampling model for 
EQAO testing 

• Give teachers the professional 
autonomy to determine the type and 
frequency of student assessments 

• Invest in information and 
communications technology 

• Facilitate teacher-directed, job-
embedded professional development 
opportunities 

• Accelerate action to eliminate child 
poverty in Ontario 

• Revise the special education funding 
formula to better acknowledge need 
and remove the cap on the Special 
Incidence Portion 

• Invest in teacher training and 
professional staff to support students 
with mental health issues 

2

• Continue to implement policies that 
prevent violence and encourage 
respect for diversity 

• Operate schools as community hubs, 
integrating services and supports into 
students’ daily lives 

• Increase funding for Ontario’s post-
secondary institutions 

• Encourage employers to provide 
meaningful workplace training 
opportunities for young people 

• Enhance and enforce the provisions of 
the employment Standards Act 
pertaining to unpaid internships 

• Improve funding and learning 
conditions for adult education and 
training programs 

• Support growth in industries that 
demand skilled labour and offer well-
paid, full-time employment 

• Promote predictable, adequate 
sources of retirement income for all 
Ontarians 

• Invest in public services, including fair 
compensation for public sector 
employees 

• Improve the progressivity of the tax 
system, to increase revenues and 
reduce inequality 

OECTA hopes you will take the time to 
reflect on their positions. For more 
information visit  
www.oecta.on.ca 

OECTA’s “When you Speak for Children…” 
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Looking for a Good Book? 

It is commonly agreed that engaging parents 
with their child's learning is positive and has 
wide-reaching benefits. This book articulates 
why parental engagement is of value and how 
it can be achieved with positive results. 
Beyond the why and how, the book explores 
what effective parental engagement is, making 
explicit the link between this and the impact on 
the learning of the child. To support this, 
practical, workable solutions and strategies are 
provided through case studies. - See more at: 
http://www.bloomsbury.com/us/do-parents-
know-they-matter 
9781855394797/#sthash.rUcNoDtb.dpuf 

 

OAPCE 
PO Box 72 

Petawawa, ON, K8H 2X1 
 

Phone: (toll free) 877-828-2081 
 

Email: oapce@oapce.on.ca 
Website: www.oapce.org 

 

We are the voice of parents and guardians of children  
enrolled in the Publicly Funded English Catholic System of 

Education in the Province of Ontario. 


